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Hold on, dear comrades, a much-needed break is 
near. Those lazy days in bed 
with nothing to do but consume 
hot chocolate and eggnog by 
the gallon while indulging in 
mind-numbing programming 
are almost here. December is 
looming large. 
But December won’t be 
restful—let’s not kid ourselves. 
As always, the holiday season is 
littered with seemingly non-stop 
social gatherings and late-nights 
that make short work of any 
possible recharge plans. Many of 
us do our best to pick up extra 
hours at whatever menial day job 
our schedules allow for, further 
cutting down on our required 
reprieve as we try to scrape 
together some extra dollars for 
gifts. 
Some break.
Sarcasm aside, the value of 
copious amounts of socializing 
shouldn’t be lessened merely 
because it can be a physical drain. 
You are recharging—just not 
necessarily in the manner that is 
generally thought of. 
Humans are social creatures. 
Whether we’re fortunate enough 
to have a great number of good 
friends or just a few, we crave the 
quality time that can be spent 
with them. Hanging out is a great 
reliever of stress and far more 
important than many believe. 
Far be it from me to quote some 
hand-holding hippie, there is a 
science behind it. 
Oxytocin, the hormone 
related to decreasing our anxiety 
levels, is the key ingredient 
here. According to mentalhelp.
net, “Stressed people who have 
adequate levels of social support 
receive an oxytocin boost which 
helps them feel less anxious, 
more confident in their ability to 
cope, and more drawn to other 
people (thus perpetuating the 
positive cycle of social support).” 
In short, having a chat with your 
bestie every once in a while isn’t 
just beneficial for catching up.    
It’s a principle that needn’t 
only be applied to extended 
breaks. Finding time for the 
important people in your life 
is vital during any time of the 
year—even when you’re busiest. 
I am definitely no role model, 
but from personal experience, 
shorting myself on sleep in order 
to grab a few hours of chilling 
often tends to prove more useful 
than those few precious moments 
of shuteye. 
It just makes sense. We’re 
better for it when we’re feeling 
positive and the only way we feel 
good about ourselves is when 
there’s something that has given 
us reason to be so. And when we 
aren’t busy enjoying ourselves, we 
need happy memories to power 
us through—something to hold 
onto.  
There’s definitely a balance 
to be found though. Inasmuch 
as becoming a recluse will leave 
you drained and stressed, so will 
heading out every night in an 
attempt to counter the lack of 
socializing. The resulting dearth 
of sleep time will cause your work 
to suffer, and with it, your mental 
wellbeing. Shoot for one or two 
nights a week—it doesn’t have to 
be for long, it just has to happen. 
Even if it doesn’t feel like it at 
the time, your emotional self is 
saving up for the stretch ahead.
So this December go out and 
party. Paint the town red. Spend 
what you can of the next day in 
bed. But be sure to listen to your 
body!
Lettitor
Room 1020 – 700 Royal Ave.
Douglas College
New Westminster, BC  
V3L 5B2
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Chill out, lay back
 O New Westminster installs new connection
 O Not enough water to last a lifetime?
 O Saanich-Gulf Islands boasts highest voter turnout in BC
And more!News
This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Mercedes Deutscher, News Editor
                       news@theotherpress.ca
True North strong and free for refugees?
Calm in the face of panic
In the aftermath of the attacks in Paris, millions of Syrian 
refugees remain in the process of 
finding a better life outside their 
home country. While Germany 
has over 57,000 accepted 
applicants and is on track to 
reach 100,000, Canada has made 
a pledge to host 25,000 across 
our nation. 
Surprisingly, according to 
an Angus Reid Institute poll, 
only 42 per cent of Canadians 
moderately or strongly support 
the plans to go through with 
providing support for the Syrians 
in need. 
While travelling to the Asia-
Pacific Economic Co-operation 
(APEC) summit in Manila, PM 
Justin Trudeau said to National 
Post: “We’ve known for a long 
time, and we continue to be very 
much committed to keeping 
Canadians safe while we do the 
right thing to engage responsibly 
on this humanitarian crisis.”
While he is attending 
worldwide meetings, there seems 
to be a disagreement back on 
Canadian soil. Across Canada, 
municipalities and regions 
have been pushing back in a 
plea to not rush plans. Notably, 
Saskatchewan Premier Brad Wall 
made a counter argument to the 
Globe and Mail: “Surely, we do 
not want to be date-driven or 
numbers-driven in an endeavour 
that may affect the safety of our 
citizens and the security of our 
country.”
His isn’t alone with his 
concerns, as Premier Christy 
Clark voiced hers to Global 
News, suggesting that “settling 
outside of the Lower Mainland 
could mean a warmer welcome 
for Syrian refugees.” Ironically, 
the BC population outside the 
Lower Mainland has responded 
not in accordance with the same 
viewpoint. 
“It’s northeastern BC 
that concerns me right now,” 
said petition organizer Hailie 
Hambrook to Global. “We’re all 
in a struggle right now. I think 
they need to go to places where 
the unemployment is much 
lower.”
Eyob Naizghi, the Executive 
Director of MOSAIC BC, 
a multilingual non-profit 
organization dedicated to 
supporting and empowering 
immigrant and refugee 
communities across Canada, 
chimed in, saying that he agrees 
that the best infrastructure 
for assisting their settlement 
beginnings should be in the 
Lower Mainland.
According to CBC, Metro 
Vancouver stands by its promise 
to disperse refugees across 
neighbouring cities, projecting 
900 in Surrey, 600 in Coquitlam, 
540-600 in Burnaby, 300 in 
Vancouver, and 120 in New 
Westminster by the end of 
January.
In the first week following the attacks in Paris, the world’s 
most developed countries have 
had an array of reactions. France 
placed itself under an extended 
90-day state of emergency 
and has launched airstrikes on 
suspected ISIS headquarters 
in Syria. Many other countries 
have raised their terror alerts 
to higher or maximum levels. 
Yet Canada has neither 
raised its terror warnings, 
nor abandoned its plans to 
remove itself from the airstrike 
campaigns overseas.
In the aftermath of the 
attacks, several of Canada’s 
high-profile politicians have 
spoken about the country’s 
next plan of action, including 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, 
Public Safety Minister 
Ralph Goodale, and Defence 
Minister Harjit Sajjan.
Goodale explained the 
importance of keeping the 
Canadian public safe. In wake 
of the attacks, Canadian 
authorities such as CSIS and 
the RCMP have reported that 
there have been no Canadian 
links in the attacks. 
Goodale also placed 
an emphasis on protecting 
Canadian values. “Now more 
than ever is a time for all of us 
to support our fellow citizens. 
We need to demonstrate to 
each other and to the world 
our values of diversity and 
inclusion,” Goodale tells CBC.
Defence Minister Harjit 
Sajjan has spent the week 
going over various options of a 
Canadian military response.
“What we need to take a 
look at is the current situation 
on the ground … and determine 
how does Canada contribute 
in a meaningful manner to the 
fight against ISIS,” Sajjin said to 
the Vancouver Sun. “And before 
I make any recommendations 
to the Prime Minister I want 
to make sure I have it right.”
Sajjin has suggested that a 
key to aiding the fight against 
ISIS may come from investing 
in international troops fighting 
on the ground, specifically 
those of the Iraqi Kurdistan. 
Sajjin’s suggestion has been 
well received by Trudeau.
“We made a clear 
commitment in the campaign 
to stop the bombing mission 
by Canadian jets and replace it 
with a role for Canada that is 
still a serious military role, but 
leaned more towards training 
of local troops to be able to 
bring the fight directly to ISIS,” 
Trudeau explained to CBC. 
“That’s the commitment we 
made very clearly throughout 
the campaign and we have 
a mandate to do that.”
The response of the 
Canadian government has 
received criticism from interim 
Conservative leader Rona 
Ambrose. Ambrose defended 
the air missions and Canadian 
fighter jets as both a military 
tactic and a symbol of solidarity.
“I think that we’ve 
been asked to play this role, 
and backing out of it now, 
particularly at this juncture 
when all the G20 leaders are 
talking about, if anything, 
expanding their role in the 
coalition against ISIS, would 
be the wrong message to 
send,” Ambrose told CBC.
 The plan to accept 2,500 Syrian refugees into the Lower Mainland by January
 Canada’s response to terror attacks worldwide
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
The city of New Westminster has started construction 
on a new high-speed 
fibre-optic network by the 
name of BridgeNet.
BridgeNet, upon the first 
stages of its completion in 
summer 2016, will connect 
different commercial zones 
together. Sapperton, uptown, 
and downtown are slated to be 
connected to the new network 
first, while the west side and 
Queensborough are expected 
to join the network in 2017.
The new network is 
expected to have positive 
impacts on the New 
Westminster economy and 
employment, particularly in 
the knowledge sector. It will 
also create some non-taxable 
revenue sources, which would 
contribute to the city budget. 
Businesses will be able 
to subscribe to the network, 
which will be available at a price 
competitive to that of other 
networks. There will also be the 
option to bundle BridgeNet with 
another telecommunication 
internet service provider.
If the results of BridgeNet 
go as planned, New Westminster 
will be better equipped to 
attract new businesses in 
commercial centres of the city. 
In addition to commercial 
development, the new network 
will supposedly increase the 
city’s status as a health hub, 
bringing on new investments 
within and around Royal 
Columbian Hospital.
Educational institutes 
around the city will also be 
positively impacted by the 
network. Douglas College’s 
New Westminster campus 
will receive access to the 
network, along with the Justice 
Institute of BC and the New 
Westminster School District.
New Westminster Mayor 
Jonathan Cote views BridgeNet 
as an opportunity to reshape 
how the city contributes to 
the metro economy. While 
New Westminster has 
traditionally contributed 
through the use of industry 
and warehouse, the new 
broadband will allow the city 
to expand into new horizons.
“We feel this is New 
Westminster’s opportunity 
to reposition ourselves to 
make sure we continue to be 
a player in Metro Vancouver’s 
growing economy,” Cote told 
the New Westminster Record.
Alvin Chok, the chief 
information officer for the 
city, adds on to Cote, telling 
the Record: “It influences the 
economic development, the 
investors, the people who want 
to come and live and work here. 
The younger generation wants 
to have high-speed Internet 
access anywhere in the city.”
The network idea first 
began to gain traction as 
part of the Intelligent City 
Plan, which has been under 
development for the past 
several years. The Intelligent 
City Plan continues on the 
hopes the New Westminster 
will become less industrial 
and further geared towards 
innovation and marketing.
BridgeNet is expected 
to cost $5.5 million overall, 
yet is expected to gain 
a return of $16.8 million 
over the next 30 years.
“We are already getting 
people knocking on our door 
wanting to hook up,” said 
City Counsellor Bill Harper 
to the Record. “I think it’s 
a good brand. … BridgeNet 
is really clear. We are a 
bridge to the future and it’s 
all about the Internet.” 
New Westminster installs new connection
 BridgeNet, an improved broadband, is coming soon to the community
Many Metro Vancouver residents, probably haven’t 
taken a second thought about 
the clean water that is readily 
available to them. Yet for millions 
around the world, finding a clean 
resource of refreshing H20 is 
harder than one would expect—
and it’s rapidly becoming a bigger 
problem.
Over the past few years, 
scientists have speculated about 
the world’s water resources in 
a renewable matter. Time after 
time, they’ve never been able to 
come to conclusive estimates 
as to the size of the volume 
available.
According to the U.S. 
Geological Survey’s Water 
Science School, the vast majority 
of water on the Earth’s surface at 
96 per cent is the saline, or salt 
water, found in the oceans. The 
freshwater resources, such as 
groundwater and the rainwater 
that moves into rivers and lakes, 
provide people with the water 
they need every day to survive. 
Water sitting on the surface 
of the Earth is easy to visualize. 
However, the water below the 
surface is extremely important 
to life, and there is much more 
freshwater stored in the ground 
than there is in on the surface.
Recently, Tom Gleeson 
of the University of Victoria, 
alongside an international group 
of hydrologists, has produced the 
first data-based estimate for the 
Earth’s groundwater volume. The 
study found that water around 
the world is being used up way 
too quickly. 
When the Globe and Mail 
questioned Gleeson on why 
groundwater was so important, 
he replied: “The simplest answer 
is because over a third of humans 
drink groundwater every day, 
and we use it for irrigated 
agriculture around the world. 
It’s a hugely important, critical 
resource for both drinking water 
and for growing food.”
Their most significant 
finding was that reportedly less 
than six per cent of groundwater 
globally is renewable over 
the average human lifespan. 
Interestingly enough, the 
sheer amount of groundwater 
available, while not so renewable, 
is significantly bigger than the 
current volume of fresh water. 
Measuring in at three times 
bigger, groundwater around 
the world is quickly becoming 
a coveted resource that is 
running out at the same pace. 
When taking a closer look, 
scientists have learnt that there’s 
a difference between young 
and old groundwater. Young 
groundwater, usually less than 
50 years old and found closer 
to the surface, is the one in 
grave danger. Compared to old 
groundwater, it’s more useful 
and easily accessible. If no 
affirmative action takes place, 
young groundwater can become 
contaminated. Researchers hope 
to make a change in everyone’s 
outlook on water.
“B.C. has just recently 
passed a new Water 
Sustainability Act, which for 
the first time really regulates 
groundwater use in this 
province,” says Gleeson to the 
Globe and Mail.
“I hope it’s a call and a 
reminder that our young and 
active groundwater is a finite 
resource that needs to be 
managed and protected into the 
future.”
 New study led by a British Columbia scientist reveals Earth’s hidden groundwater
Not enough water to last a lifetime?
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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In 2008, the Vancouver Island riding of Saanich-Gulf Islands 
had a modest voter turnout 
of 70.40 per cent. This year’s 
election saw this number rise 
to 79.61 per cent, the highest 
in BC. This is due in part to the 
popularity of Green Party leader 
Elizabeth May, says political 
scientist David Moscrop.
 Regaining her seat with 
an impressive 55 per cent of 
the vote, it looks as though 
Elizabeth May was a key factor 
in convincing almost four-fifths 
of eligible voters in Saanich-
Gulf Islands to participate in 
democracy this past October. 
 Moscrop said that May’s 
popularity and status as a party 
leader was a probable factor 
in this rise in voter turnout, 
saying that May “has a deep 
base of support [in Saanich–
Gulf Islands], and was likely 
to be the only Green MP, so 
there would have been some 
incentive to go and be a part 
of that. Especially if you were 
in support of the Greens.”
 Not only was it the 
candidacy that influenced 
the turn out, but the voters 
themselves, said Moscrop. “It 
could also be that in smaller, 
tighter knit communities, where 
everyone knows everyone, 
there’s some pressure to go and 
to participate, because people 
are talking about the election.”
 Nicole Aleman, a student at 
Camosun College and resident of 
Saanich, knows first-hand about 
feeling the responsibility to go 
out and cast a ballot: “There was 
definitely a sense of pressure. 
I had teachers, friends, family, 
coworkers, etc. talking about 
the importance to go vote.”
 Aleman said that she was 
not at all surprised that her 
riding had the highest voter 
turnout in BC this general 
election. “Almost everyone in 
the community seemed pretty 
informed. It felt like the election 
was brought up in almost every 
conversation. The signs were on 
just about every piece of land 
that they legally could be.” 
 Debra Eindiguer, Elizabeth 
May’s Chief of Staff, also spoke 
of the voters residing in the 
Saanich–Gulf Island riding: 
“You have an electorate that 
is very informed, that stays 
engaged, and doesn’t throw 
their right to vote away.” 
 Eindiguer said that it 
was the combination of a 
dedicated candidate (May) 
and the democratically 
involved riding that may have 
been what filled ballot boxes 
on October 9–12 and 19. 
 “Elizabeth has kept her 
constituency very engaged 
over the years,” Eindiguer 
said. “She’s moving around 
the ridings. She’s hitting all 
the islands, she’s hitting all 
the different corners of the 
Saanich peninsula, making 
sure that she’s accessible to her 
constituency by being as close 
to where they live as possible.” 
 While Saanich-Gulf Islands 
did not take the top spot in 
Canada for voter turnout, they 
still landed well above the 
British Columbia average of 
70.36 per cent, which in turn 
was still above the 2011 Canada 
wide average of 61.4 per cent. 
Saanich-Gulf Islands boasts 
highest voter turnout in BC
 May’s riding experiences near 80 per cent turnout
Lighthouse Labs, a Canadian coding school, 
announced on November 16 
that will be hosting an event 
called Codecreate at their 
Vancouver campus, slated to 
take place on December 5. 
Codecreate was created 
as a tribute to the Hour of 
Code, a global campaign that 
aims to improve literacy in 
computer sciences. Hour of 
Code provides accessible free 
one-hour coding tutorials 
online, available in more 
than 40 different languages.
Codecreate has four 
objectives. The first objective 
is to improve coding literacy, 
which it compares to the 
likes of literacy in math, or 
reading. The second objective 
is to improve pragmatic and 
systematic thinking, in a 
fashion that allows users 
to think in ways helpful to 
computer sciences. The third 
objective is to help students 
use coding to their creative 
advantages. Ultimately, 
the final objective aims to 
encourage students to follow a 
career in computer sciences.
The Vancouver event 
aims to introduce local 
students into the world of 
computer programming.
“Whether it’s a program 
that provides easy -to -follow 
driving directions or an 
app that helps us track our 
monthly spending, software 
has become a significant part 
of our lives,” said Sam Sullivan, 
MLA for Vancouver False 
Creek, in a press release from 
Lighthouse Labs. “Learning 
how lines of code create the 
digital world we rely on is a 
fundamental skill that will 
serve this generation of job 
seekers well. I’m pleased 
to see Vancouver’s own 
Lighthouse Labs hosting 
this very important event.”
The event will benefit 
400 students, ranging from 
ages 8–18, from Lower 
Mainland school districts.
 Event coordinators aim to increase 
student interest in computer sciences
Codecreate 
organized as tribute 
to Hour of Code
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
Mercedes Deutscher
News Editor
 news@theotherpress.ca
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Therese Guieb
Capilano Courier (Capilano University)
There have been many progressions at Capilano University in terms of being 
more open and better incorporating the 
Transgender community on campus, the 
most recent of which is the upcoming 
Transgender Day of Remembrance.
On November 20 from 9 a.m. to 
4 p.m. at the CSU Members Centre 
in LB 195, the CSU Queer Collective 
will be hosting the Transgender Day 
of Remembrance to commemorate 
Transgender individuals who have been 
lost due to violence against them.
But Jon Kinsley, Capilano Students’ 
Union (CSU) Queer Collective 
liaison, still believes the CapU 
community has a long way to go.
One of his biggest objectives 
is educating people on how to use 
language that is not oppressive to 
the transgender community.
 “We are progressing in a lot of 
different ways but at the same time, 
there is still so much violence towards 
specifically trans-women of colour as 
well as just trans-folk in general. And 
there is still so much institutionalized 
depression as well as stigma surrounding 
trans-folk and it’s something that needs 
to be deconstructed,” said Kinsley.
The event is held in several countries 
the in world and is particularly recognized 
in Canada and the United States.
“This day is to bring awareness,” 
added Kinsley. “Primarily, Canada and 
the States do a lot of the celebration 
around it and often it’s like a candle vigil 
or something just to take a moment.”
Last year, the Collective didn’t 
host an event on campus, but had a 
poster in the Collective’s lounge where 
students who used the space had a 
chance to write what the Transgender 
Day of Remembrance meant to them.
However, Kinsley realized that a 
bigger spotlight should be placed on 
this event because it is a way in which 
to educate the campus about the 
purpose of the celebration as well as the 
progress that still needs to be made.
“We are going to have a couple short 
films playing, primarily by students 
here at Cap,” noted Kinsley. “One [will 
be] on the issue of voting because the 
election just happened, but for the Trans 
folk, walking up to the election booth 
having to give your legal name can be 
very hard.” The short film is called The 
Right to be Heard by Krista Martin. 
“There is another one just interviewing 
folks on this campus, on their opinions 
[about] what’s the importance of Trans 
Day of Remembrance,” added Kinsley. 
This film is directed by David Thompson.
A plaque that will have the names 
of Transgender individuals who are to be 
commemorated and celebrated will also 
be displayed at the Members Centre.
“I’ve researched 10 folks who have 
passed away in the last 20 years and it 
just speaks to their life. I didn’t focus on 
their deaths—I think it’s important to 
remember those people for who they were, 
not what happened to them,” said Kinsley.
“On the other side we are going to 
have 10 Trans folks who are combatting 
and overcoming the oppression, so 
figures like Laverne Cox,” he added. 
Information on nine steps on how 
to be a better ally to the transgender 
individuals and the Transgender 
community will also be available during 
the event, which Kinsley hopes students 
will use and implement into their lives.
In addition to the event, the 
Collective is also working to have new 
policies put into place on campus as well 
as gender options that better recognize 
the Transgender community at CapU.
“The University right now has a 
preferred name option,” said Kinsley. 
“When you register here, you can say this 
is my legal name, this is my preferred 
name. For me, it is like my legal name 
is ‘John’, but I’ve always gone by Jon 
so that’s the difference for me. But for 
someone who might be transitioning, 
it could be very different, like from 
Martin to Rebecca,” he explained.
The Collective is working to have 
a policy be put in to place so that 
CapU cannot decide to abolish the 
preferred name option in the future.
One of the biggest breakthroughs 
so far this year for the Collective has 
been its new space at LB 190B.
Kinsley described it as a safe place 
to relax on campus and noted that it is 
also open to any students whether they 
are a member of the Collective or not.
He hopes that the Transgender Day 
of Remembrance will have a lasting 
impact on students and staff at CapU and 
that many will become more involved 
with what the Collective has to offer.
“I hope people take the time to read the 
displays and look at both the people who 
are overcoming these oppressions  
and societal issues and also taking time  
to remember those who have been  
lost,” he said.
 Queer Collective hosts important global event
Transgender Day of 
Rememberance
Theres  Guieb
Capilano Courier (Capilano University)
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This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Cheryl Minns, Art Editor
                       arts@theotherpress.ca
 O Sunny, swordplay, and secrets
 O Comic Corner: Magic isn’t always chocolate frogs and 
butterbeer
 O A new breed of ‘Pokémon’-inspired gaming
And more!
Ninja Scroll falls into a category of Japanese film 
known as jidaigeki. This type 
of film, which was a major 
inspiration for George Lucas’ Star 
Wars franchise (Jedi, you say?), is 
based on a historical era known 
as the Edo period. This era began 
after a decisive military victory at 
the Battle of Sekigahara, where 
Ieyasu Tokugawa conquered all 
of Japan and established himself 
as the head of the Shogunate 
(military government).
During this period, there 
was a great deal of feuding 
between clans that either 
wanted independence or the 
Shogun’s favour. There was a 
lot of spying, backstabbing, 
and court intrigue. Basically, 
everything ninjas do. Enter 
Ninja Scroll, an animated 
jidaigeki film with a simple 
story of greed and ambition, 
overshadowed by crisp 
animation that lends itself 
to the stylized art and 
frenetic ninja battles.
The plot begins with the 
mercenary Jubei Kibagami, who 
stumbles upon Kagero, a ninja 
investigating the destruction 
of a backwater village. All 
of the typical adventure 
tropes occur, but with a dark 
twist. The village is part of a 
larger plot against Tokugawa 
himself, led by the mysterious 
Shogun of the Dark. Of course, 
Jubei turns out to have a 
connection to the villains, 
so he and Kagero carve their 
way through eight evil ninja 
masters to stop the Shogun.
Okay, so it’s not 
Shakespeare. Nobody’s 
watching this for the brilliant 
script. Ninja duels aside, there 
are a couple of fun twists: 
there’s sexual tension between 
Jubei and Kagero, but nothing 
can come of it because she’s a 
kunoichi—a female assassin 
whose body is poisonous 
to the touch. Yes, that is a 
real historical method of 
assassination. There’s a great 
scene where one of the evil 
ninjas tries to take advantage 
of the unconscious Kagero 
and dies from the poison.
The interesting thing about 
ninjas is the way their legend 
has grown over the centuries. 
The modern interpretation 
usually includes black robes 
and bizarre powers like 
invisibility, f light, and animal 
transformation. Think Ryu 
Hayabusa from the Ninja 
Gaiden series. The people of 
the Edo Era believed similar 
things, but all of the ninjas’ 
seemingly impossible feats were 
really accomplished through 
simple sleight-of-hand means. 
The film plays fast and 
loose with this idea, casting the 
Shogun’s cronies as warrior-
mystics like Benisato, a woman 
with living snake tattoos who 
can shed her skin to escape, 
and Mushizo, a deformed 
hunchback who carries a 
hornet’s nest inside his body. 
The heroes, by contrast, can 
only rely on their combat skill 
and subtle tricks. Jubei, for 
instance, keeps his sword on 
a barely-visible string so he 
can’t be disarmed. Watching 
the underdog ninjas triumph 
against superpowered 
opponents with their wits alone 
is great fun, especially when the 
bad guys meet such ironic fates.
I could go on about how the 
dub isn’t great and the early ’90s 
stock sound effects detract from 
the spooky Feudal Japanese 
atmosphere, but I had enough 
fun watching this show that I 
didn’t really care about those 
issues that much. When you 
get down to it, Ninja Scroll is 
basically a darker version of 
Grand Adventure films like 
Indiana Jones or Romancing 
the Stone. It’s a formula as 
old as time: strong-willed guy 
and gal slowly fall in love on 
an adventure to stop a greedy 
villain from doing bad stuff. 
Hey, if it isn’t broke, and it’s 
got this much personality and 
charm, I see no reason to fix it.
 ‘Ninja Scroll’ review 
Animesque: Greed, guts, and glory
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
After seeing the Hunger Games: Mockingjay Part 2, I 
was speechless. Speechless from 
the fact that a movie franchise I 
had watched for four years was 
finally over, and also because 
of an overwhelming feeling of 
satisfaction.
The Hunger Games centres 
around a young heroine, Katniss 
(Jennifer Lawrence), and the 
battle for the freedom of Panem 
against President Snow (Donald 
Sutherland), set in the Capitol as 
the battlefield. Against all odds, 
Katniss has won the 64th Hunger 
Games, escaped the Quarter 
Quell, and managed to stay alive 
thus far among the allies lead by 
President Coin (Julianne Moore).
Along the way, she has faced 
multiple setbacks, including 
having to deal with her mother 
after the loss of her father, 
helplessly watching fellow 
competitors die in the Hunger 
Games, and attempting to 
fix Peeta’s (Josh Hutcherson) 
mental state once the Capitol has 
brainwashed him.
By the time the storyline 
has reached Mockingjay, one 
movie simply cannot cut it. If you 
had the opportunity to watch 
Mockingjay Part 1, you would’ve 
noticed that the final scenes brim 
with intense emotion just as the 
plot thickens and the screen goes 
black.
Throughout the movie, I 
felt a rollercoaster of emotions 
unlike any other. From the 
moment Katniss’ face appeared 
in the opening scene, all of the 
memories in the back of my 
head rushed to the forefront. 
Nothing else mattered as I saw 
her heartache and pain, as well as 
her self-confidence, build as she 
travelled among the districts to 
encourage unity.
About one-third of the way 
in, the real action begins. The war 
is at hand. For the next hour and 
a half, I watched in awe as the 
Star Squad made its way through 
trials and errors on the journey 
to President Snow’s mansion at 
the heart of the Capitol. Heavy 
decisions stacked upon multiple 
outcomes elevates the Panem 
world to a realistic level. Will 
Peeta ever be sane? Who will 
Katniss choose as her true love? 
Is President Snow truly an evil 
leader?
Every character you watch 
go through these difficult choices 
speaks volumes to our generation 
today. Amidst turmoil and 
treacherous times, Mockingjay 
Part 2 questions society’s morals 
and who we are loyal to, especially 
concerning the government.
With a solid cast this movie 
franchise comes full circle and 
closes with a bittersweet end that 
is sure to make you tear up.
 ‘The Hunger Games: Mockingjay ‘Part 2’ movie review
Final ‘Hunger Games’ shines radiantly 
amid dark, emotional finale
Aaron Guillen
Staff Reporter
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When I first looked at Into the Badlands, the 
story intrigued me, but I wasn’t 
expecting much. Badlands is 
set in the future, after a war-
decimated humanity. Guns were 
outlawed, so fighting now occurs 
with swords. Sunny (Daniel Wu) 
is known as a Clipper, someone 
who kills people for his Baron 
in this feudal-like future. Sunny 
saves a boy named M. K. (Aramis 
Knight), who harbors a secret 
and may also be able to lead 
Sunny out of the Badlands.
I was pleasantly surprised 
with the first episode. The plot 
ended up having more depth 
than I expected, and I thought 
the fighting scenes were really 
well done. Sunny, of course, 
hasn’t had a scratch laid on him 
as of yet, which might seem a tad 
unbelievable. The choreography 
of the swordplay is absolutely 
beautiful, and it was even what 
led me to check the show out 
after seeing it in a trailer.
Something else that I really 
liked was the setting of the poppy 
plantation where Sunny’s Baron 
(Marton Csokas) resides. Despite 
the dark reasons behind the 
poppy plantation, the fields are a 
beautiful sea of red.  Interestingly 
enough, I recognized the fields, 
giant wall, and mansion of 
the plantation from another 
movie I had seen. I couldn’t 
remember which one it was, 
but some digging revealed that 
it is the same poppy plantation 
used in Django Unchained.
I’m glad that I gave Into 
the Badlands a try, as it has 
proven to be better than I was 
expecting. I look forward to 
watching the story develop 
over the following episodes.
 ‘Into the Badlands’ pilot review
Sunny, swordplay, and secrets
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
When you are preparing any publication for 
release, there has to be a certain 
level of shelf appeal—that 
element that makes the cover 
interesting enough to have 
a reader actually pick it up 
and buy it. The problem with 
picking books based off of shelf 
appeal is that, more often than 
not, you’ll end up disappointed. 
The Unwritten is an exception. I 
picked it up based purely on the 
fact that it has an interesting 
cover, and I must say it’s 
probably one of the best graphic 
novels I have read all year.
What would you do if you 
were the real-life Harry Potter? 
Apparently be hounded by fans, 
and remain bitter that your 
novelist father ever based his 
amazingly popular character, 
Tommy Taylor the boy-wizard, 
after you. For regular guy Tom 
Taylor that has been his life—at 
least until it’s suddenly revealed 
that his father’s tales might have 
been a little less than fictional.
Story-wise, the narrative 
by Mike Carey is amazing. 
I even hesitated a bit in 
writing the synopsis because 
I was worried I might give 
something away. Carey’s world 
blends fiction with reality, 
creating an interesting and 
complex comment on the 
burgeoning genre of meta-
fiction while remaining 
entertaining and easy to read.
Artistically, the book is a 
little all over the place, but that’s 
not a bad thing. Illustrated by 
Peter Gross, The Unwritten is 
traditional in that it features 
heavy inks and simple colours. 
But aesthetically, it also shifts 
between being highly detailed 
in more serious or focused 
moments (as directed by the 
narrative) and being very 
simple in more humorous 
situations. This causes the plot 
and the illustrations to seem 
to develop a co-dependence 
that all graphic novels 
should strive to achieve. 
As for my recommendation: 
this one is a definite must-read.
 ‘The Unwritten Vol. 1: Tommy Taylor 
and the Bogus Identity’ review
Comic Corner: Magic 
isn’t always chocolate 
frogs and butter beer
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
One thing you learn early on in your experience 
playing board games—usually 
when you’re being thoroughly 
destroyed at Monopoly by an older 
cousin—is that you don’t have to 
be good at a game to enjoy it.
Star Wars: X-Wing Miniatures 
Game is a battle strategy game 
for 2–4 players designed and 
published by Fantasy Flight 
Games in 2012. Players pilot 
space ships for either the Rebel 
Alliance or the Galactic Empire, 
going through a sequence of 
move-then-attack referred to as 
the Flightpath system. You can 
only attack enemy ships when 
they’re within your firing arc, 
so you need to manoeuvre your 
ships strategically. There are 
many scenarios, but the game 
almost always boils down to 
a “last team standing” goal.
I cannot emphasize enough 
how bad I am at this game. 
Anyone who has experience with 
tactical miniature games—be 
they traditional war games 
or more fantasy-based games 
such as Warhammer—will 
see the pedigree in X-Wing. 
Once you move past the 
first scenario and start building 
ships to fight each other in space, 
the game starts to drag in the 
planning phase. Even though 
there are a very limited number of 
ships to choose from, the number 
of pilots and modifications can 
draw out the setup phase to the 
point where it takes significantly 
longer than the gameplay itself.
If Star Wars isn’t your thing, 
there are also Star Trek and 
Dungeons and Dragons versions of 
the game, which also use the same 
Flightpath system. I don’t know 
if the games could be combined, 
but since the rules are basically 
the same I wouldn’t be surprised.
The game itself is a nice 
alternative to traditional 
miniature war gaming, which can 
get very expensive once you start 
to expand the number of figures 
you have. Even so, if you want 
to get into X-Wing, you might 
want to invest in an organizer 
or tool box to keep all of the 
figures you accrue over time.
 ‘Star Wars: X-Wing Miniatures Game’ review 
Chairman of the Board: 
The game awakens
Ed Appleby
Illustrator
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Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
The holidays are upon us! Winter celebrations take many forms, but 
the biggest mainstream Hollywood 
films still emphasize the Christmasy 
aspects of the season. From golden 
oldies to contemporary classics, here are 
some films to get you into the spirit.
A Christmas Story (1983)
This charming 1940s-setting tells the story 
of nine-year-old Ralphie (Peter Billingsley) 
and his one Christmas wish: an authentic 
Red Ryder air rifle. Unfortunately, the 
adults in his life all warn him, “You’ll shoot 
your eye out!” Ralphie must also contend 
with his friend’s tongue stuck to a frozen 
flagpole, his father’s (Darren McGavin) 
passion for hunting dogs and leggy lamps, 
and sadistic elf helpers in this zany tale.
Love Actually (2003)
This is one of the best ensemble and love 
exploration films in recent memory. The 
movie follows the connected stories of 
many forms of love during the holiday 
season. Featuring a cast of almost every 
recognizable British actor, this film reminds 
us of the force that manifests among each 
other: that “love, actually, is all around.”
The Muppet Christmas Carol (1992)
Enjoyable Muppet humour and extremely 
wonderful jolly songs are enough to 
love this Scrooge story. But if that’s not 
enough, this adaption is one of the most 
faithful versions of A Christmas Carol 
ever made. The majority of scenes and 
dialogue are verbatim from the original 
Charles Dickens, portrayed by Gonzo 
in this film. And who could forget the 
legendary Michael Caine as Scrooge?
Christmas Vacation (1989)
Clark Griswold (Chevy Chase) attempts 
to have a fantastic Christmas with his 
family. Of course, things don’t go exactly 
according to plan as Clark battles a rogue 
squirrel inside a fir tree, his cheap boss 
(Brian Doyle-Murray), and a lazy cousin 
(Randy Quaid) who drops by for a so-called 
visit. This remains one of the classic and 
best family-hijinks Christmas movies.
It’s a Wonderful Life (1946)
This is perhaps the most famous, parodied, 
and best Christmas movie of all time. 
George Bailey (James Stewart) is fed 
up with his family and small town and 
contemplates ending it all on Christmas 
Eve. That’s when an angel (Henry Travers) 
shows him what his family’s lives would be 
like if George was never born. It remains 
a heartwarming, magnificently crafted, 
beloved classic almost 70 years later.
The Nightmare Before Christmas (1993)
Tim Burton presents a unique Claymation 
adventure. This beloved film features Jack 
Skellington (voiced by Chris Sarandon), 
the Pumpkin King of Halloween Town, 
who accidentally stumbles upon Christmas 
Town. Fascinated by the contrast of 
the two holidays, Jack kidnaps Santa 
(voiced by Ed Ivory) and attempts to 
take over Christmas monster-style. 
The disastrous holiday merging is 
genuinely beautiful on its own terms.
Cherished Christmas 
classics of the season
 Beloved films to start your holiday
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer A lot of people are talking about three popular music videos that were 
released in a two-week timespan. The 
music videos’ genres, cinematography, 
and themes vary greatly, but they have 
all gone viral on the Internet. Here 
is a look at those music videos.
“Hello” by Adele 
After a three-year break, Adele is back 
with this black-and-white music video 
for “Hello,” the highly-anticipated first 
single from her third album 25. 
Directed by the man who made the award-
winning film Mommy, Quebec’s own Xavier 
Dolan, the music video shows Adele going 
back to a house that she and her former 
boyfriend lived in, switching between 
the house’s current abandoned state and 
flashbacks of them living in the house. We 
also see her walking around the Quebec 
countryside. Adele personally asked Dolan 
to make the music video and she came 
to Quebec to film it. Some viewers could 
say that the music video is even sadder 
than the one for “Someone Like You.”
This music video reminds me of the 
ones for Justin Timberlake’s “What Goes 
Around…Comes Around” and Katy 
Perry’s “The One That Got Away.” It 
would be nice if there was an extended 
version of “Hello” that included 
more of the dialogue scenes in it. 
“Hotline Bling” by Drake
Toronto rapper Drake’s latest music video 
shows him as you never seen him before. 
Directed by Director X, we see Drake 
dancing in different boxes and staircases 
while going back and forth between shots 
of female dancers. He does a variety of 
dance moves including jamming, prancing, 
and a dance move that is similar to a 
motion in Wii Sports’ tennis. The lights 
in the music video remind me of the 
lights in a Sonos commercial. The dance 
moves in the music video were so striking 
that a lot of people made parodies of the 
music video featuring the dance moves.
When Saturday Night Live did their parody 
of the music video, Martin Short appeared 
as his super-nerd character Ed Grimley 
and claimed that Drake stole his dance 
moves. Recently, the University of British 
Columbia did a campaign in which various 
students danced to the song as a way to 
invite Drake to perform in their year-end 
concert this year. They even recreated the 
set from his music video for their version.
“Focus” by Ariana Grande
How could Ariana Grande top the success 
of My Everything? With the music 
video for the first single, “Focus,” from 
her next album Moonlight. Directed by 
frequent collaborator Hannah Lux Davis, 
with choreography by one of Ariana’s 
backup dancers, Brad Nicholson, we 
see her dance with a cellphone, dance 
with her back-up dancers, play the 
trumpet, and a variety of other things. 
The music video has a futuristic look 
and the second half of it reminds me of 
Beyoncé’s music video for “Single Ladies.” 
The song sounds similar to “Problem” 
structure-wise, and there are a lot of things 
in the music video that are seen in her 
earlier ones. If you are wondering if Ariana 
changed her hair colour, she didn’t—her 
white hair in the music video is a wig.
 Three instant hits in two weeks
YouTube Music Video Classics 
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
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While looking at new games that were coming out 
this autumn, I came across a 
Nintendo 3DS game called Yo-
Kai Watch. The premise is cute: 
after saving a yokai, the Japanese 
version of supernatural creatures, 
the main character is given a 
watch that helps them find more 
yokai to befriend. Once you have 
befriended a yokai, they will help 
with various things, most notably 
battling other ones. It sounded 
similar to Pokémon to me, but I 
looked more into it to find out 
if it was a clone. What I found 
out is that it has been extremely 
popular in Japan, rivaling 
Pokémon with its success. Still, 
I was concerned that it might 
be too childish. Yet, I decided 
to get the game. That was a very 
good decision on my part.
Yo-Kai Watch is extremely 
enjoyable to play. There are 
definitely similarities to Pokémon 
games, but Yo-Kai Watch has 
its own quirky and endearing 
qualities. One of the first things 
that stood out to me were some 
of the details in the game. For 
example, whenever you are in 
your house, your shoes will be 
at the front door. As soon as 
you enter the foyer area, the 
shoes end up on your feet. I 
don’t know why I found this so 
charming, but I did. Another 
detail is that at certain crosswalks 
there are pedestrian lights. You 
can press the light button and 
then all of the cars will stop 
and allow you to pass. I didn’t 
really see much point in this 
because there aren’t a lot of 
cars and if you just run across 
the street they stop anyways. 
After my character jaywalked 
multiple times, I soon learned 
that there were consequences 
to my actions. I don’t want to 
ruin it for you so that you can 
find out for yourself, so I’ll just 
say that I learned my lesson.
The fighting can be quite 
exciting as it is fairly fast-paced 
at times. The yokai that you 
summon to battle will actually 
invoke attacks on their own 
without assistance from you, but 
unless you are much stronger 
than your opponent, I don’t 
recommend leaving them entirely 
on their own. I unfortunately 
experienced many KOs as I was 
getting used to the fighting 
system. There are so many 
things going on at once during 
a fight that you don’t have the 
luxury of thinking through all 
of your moves. Your yokai can 
attack, guard, loaf (they do this 
if they need to rest), or inspirit 
(their way of causing status 
effects) without you, but to pull 
off any specials or to use items 
they require your help. You can 
rotate between six main yokai, 
with three in battle at a time.
Besides the main storyline, 
there are also side quests to 
help people, usually because of 
some sort of yokai problem. You 
often need to battle yokai that 
are inspiriting people, but you 
also need to befriend others. 
Befriending can be frustrating 
when you want a specific yokai 
because you can’t just throw a ball 
at it and catch it. The yokai has 
to decide to befriend you itself, 
usually after you have beaten 
it in a battle. You’re supposed 
to be able to feed the enemy its 
favourite food to increase the 
chances of it asking to become 
your friend and giving you its 
medal (your means to summon 
it), but I haven’t noticed any 
difference when I feed them. 
More often than not, you’ll walk 
away without a new medal.
There are quite a lot of 
other activities in the game as 
well. You can catch bugs and 
fish, and trade in for items that 
help upgrade your yokai’s skills 
or boost its stats. Catching 
them isn’t too complicated: 
you’re presented with a circle 
with various tabs around the 
circumference that you must aim 
to hit as the wheel moves around 
it. The harder-to-catch ones have 
fewer tabs, but you can increase 
the number of tabs with syrup 
and fish bait. I’m still sometimes 
confused about where the wheel 
ends up at times, as it doesn’t 
always land where you’ve pressed 
the button, but I still manage 
to catch quite a few critters, 
so it’s not that big of a deal.
I can’t really find fault 
with this game. Yo-Kai Watch 
offers hours of enjoyment. I can 
definitely see why it has been so 
popular in Japan, and I imagine 
that its popularity will spread.
 ‘Yo-Kai Watch’ game review
A new breed of ‘Pokémon’-inspired gaming
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
Many people should remember the 2010 incident 
when 33 miners were trapped 
underground in a Chilean 
mine. Viewers across the world 
held their breath as rescue 
efforts were underway, and a 
collective cheer went up when, 
69 days after they were trapped, 
the miners were saved. It is a 
miracle that they all managed to 
survive. The 33 tells their story.
The movie is spectacular. 
The story is absolutely heart-
wrenching with the ups-and-
downs of hope and despair. I 
wasn’t the only person trying 
to hold back tears during the 
movie. I think a large part 
of this had to do with the 
actors, including Antonio 
Banderas, Rodrigo Santoro, 
and Juliette Binoche. They did 
a wonderful job of appearing 
really genuine, and certainly 
pulled at the heartstrings.
The screenplay was faithful 
to the actual events, perhaps 
only bending a couple of things 
to make it a movie, for example 
the lighting in the mine. The 
miners’ headlamps lasted longer 
than they should have, but that 
is most likely due to the fact that 
we would be unable to see what 
was going on in the movie if they 
had cut off all light. But these 
changes aren’t significant enough 
to question the legitimacy of 
the plot or to quibble over.
The 33 is definitely a movie 
worth watching, and is all the 
more moving for the true story 
it is based on. I felt a connection 
to it because I was one of 
the people who was holding 
their breath as we waited for 
the miners to be rescued. It 
truly is a miraculous story.
 ‘The 33’ movie review
A true story that pulls on the heart strings
Lauren Paulsen
Senior Columnist
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This issue:Have an idea for a story? Let us know! 
Contact: Eric Wilkins, Editor-in-Chief
                       editor@theotherpress.ca
 O Women’s volleyball struggles out of bye
 O End of season reflections
And more!
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 7-0 14
QUEST 6-1 12
LANGARA 5-2 10
CAPILANO 4-3 8
CAMOSUN 3-4 6
DOUGLAS 2-5 4
CBC 1-6 2
KPU 0-7 0
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 6-1 12
DOUGLAS 6-1 12
CAPILANO 5-2 10
QUEST 4-3 8
LANGARA 3-4 6
CBC 3-4 6
CAMOSUN 1-6 2
KPU 0-7 0
WOMEN’S BASKETBALL
MEN’S BASKETBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
CAMOSUN 10-0 20
DOUGLAS 7-3 14
UFV 5-5 10
COTR 4-4 8
CAPILANO 4-6 8
VIU 4-6 8
CBC 0-10 0
MEN’S VOLLEYBALL
WOMEN’S VOLLEYBALL
INSTITUTION CONF PTS
VIU 8-2 16
CAPILANO 7-3 14
CAMOSUN 7-3 14
DOUGLAS 5-5 10
UFV 3-7 6
COTR 2-6 4
CBC 2-8 4
For any team, the hardest weeks are usually the ones 
after a break. For the men, this 
statement stuck true, as they 
played the VIU Mariners over the 
weekend. 
The action began on Friday 
when the men played the first of 
their two back-to-back games. 
The Royals looked rusty to start. 
They fought hard but eventually 
dropped the first set to the 
Mariners. The second set also 
looked to start in VIU’s favour 
but huge consecutive blocks by 
Scott Devlin sparked the fire 
underneath his team and they 
would go on to take the set to tie 
the game. 
From there, Nick Lightfoot 
stepped up. His excellent play 
carried them through a tight 
third set and secured a win for 
them in the fourth. Throughout 
the game, both teams’ skill was 
evident as scoring was a back-
and-forth struggle.  
The intensity carried 
over to Saturday’s matchup. 
Unfortunately for the Royals, 
intensity wasn’t enough to beat 
out the Mariners. After dropping 
the first set, the men would 
surge back to life in the second. 
Although they fought back hard, 
their efforts fell flat as an early 
3-point run by the Mariners gave 
them all they needed to take the 
second. 
Much like the second, 
the third set was a back-and-
forth one. Sparked by the dire 
situation his team was in, Devlin 
rose to the occasion again and 
helped the Royals rally to take 
it. Unfortunately, that was all 
the energy that the Royals could 
seemingly muster. 
VIU opened the fourth and 
final set swiftly, scoring in rapid 
succession. There was little the 
Royals could do as the Mariners 
finished strong, taking away any 
hopes of a comeback. 
After the games, coach Brad 
Hudson spoke about his team’s 
effort of late, “We knew that 
these games would be tough. VIU 
is well coached and they’ve got 
some really good athletes. But 
overall I thought we executed 
well this weekend.” The coach 
was not without criticism as well, 
however: “I think we have do 
better with the serve-pass; both 
serving the ball and receiving the 
serve. That was a key point in our 
loss.” 
The team has done well 
for the number of roster issues 
they’ve faced. Hudson praises his 
players for being able to step up 
and fill positions that are lacking 
due to injuries. 
With this weekend in the 
books, the Royals proceed with a 
record of 7-3 with 14 points. They 
have a firm grip on second place 
in the PACWEST conference, in 
front of UFV by 4 points, while 
trailing the undefeated Camosun 
Chargers by 6 points. 
Next week, they look to close 
out 2015 with games against the 
Columbia Bible College Bearcats, 
who have yet to pick up a win. 
Men’s volleyball splits week
 Hard games out of the break
Davie Wong
Sports Reporter
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A few weeks ago, I went to a trade show with my colleagues to meet some potential clients and suppliers. I met many people from different fields and had conversations about trends in their respective industries, about political effects on 
the businesses, and basically everything that could be 
considered boring. But when I was about to leave the event, 
I met someone who introduced himself as a waterslide 
tester. I looked at him in disbelief, and finally asked him: 
“Do you even get paid?” He told me that not only does 
he get a great salary, but he also gets to travel to some 
of the most exciting places while doing what he loves. 
I couldn’t hide that I was jealous and intrigued at the same 
time. After the trade show, I began to research some of the 
weirdest and well-paid jobs in North America and, more 
specifically, Canada. Most of us are working, and most 
of the time the jobs are very monotonous and ordinary, 
but there are jobs out there that are super different 
and sometimes don’t even require a college degree!
Water slide tester: 
This job surely deserves to be talked about. It is fun, and 
thrilling, and most of the work is basically a vacation. 
You don’t need a college degree for the job, but you must 
be able to evaluate the entire experience on a water slide 
in terms that help it be improved. Payscale.com explains 
what exactly water slide testers do. If you were one, 
typically you would report if you liked the splash of the 
water slide, if you found it safe, and if you were able to 
slide smoothly. You can make about $45,000 a year, with 
all your travel expenses covered. You can’t complain!
Pet food taster: 
I know this sounds gross, but this is actually a job that 
pays between $45,000 and $156,000. Most people in this 
line of work have a doctorate, but it’s not a prerequisite. 
The job involves smelling, eating, and testing pet 
food prepared for dogs and cats to find if the batch 
prepared is good enough to hit the shelves. Nobody 
wants their pets to eat unhealthy or tasteless food, and 
a pet food taster ensures the quality for pet owners. 
Face feeler: 
I wonder if this job makes you feel like a creep, but this, 
again, is a very well-paid job. Also, you don’t need to have 
a fancy college degree for it. Typically a part-time job, 
face feelers can get paid anything between $15 and $25 an 
hour. They work for companies that make facial products 
like shaving creams, face washes, and the like that claim 
to make your skin feel better. Face feelers or “sensory 
scientists” verify and support their claims. Abc.go.com 
reports that face feelers are hired based on their natural 
talent for detecting differences between products and 
skins. They undergo training to be able to describe the feel 
in clinical terms so that they can report their findings. If 
you love feeling, you should give this one serious thought.
Cup keeper: 
Have you ever heard of Phil Pritchard? Well, he has been 
the keeper of the Stanley Cup for the last 27 years. He 
babysits the National Hockey League’s iconic trophy and 
makes sure it doesn’t get damaged or lost. He travels with 
the Cup and keeps it clean and fingerprint free. With his 
interesting and high profile job, whatever he makes is a 
bonus, because it is a hell of an experience to always be so 
close to the trophy that hockey players live and die for.
Snake milker: 
And you thought only cows, sheep, and goats could be 
milked. Snake milking is a serious and a risky job. A snake 
milker extracts venom from venomous snakes by provoking 
snakes to bite in a jar with a latex lid. The venom is used to 
make anti-venoms, which are very expensive and rare across 
the world. To be a snake milker, you are required to have a 
science degree and extensive knowledge about reptiles and 
snakes. Most importantly, you need to be brave to handle 
snakes like vipers and cobras. A snake milker earns more 
with experience, but typically starts at $2,500 a month. 
Chicken sexer: 
Bbc.co.uk reported earlier this year that the British Poultry 
Council is having a hard time finding chicken sexers in the 
country despite offering $80,000 Canadian per annum. 
A chicken sexer separates male and female chicks in a 
chicken farm. Female chicks are looked after to grow 
them for egg and meat, while male chicks are generally 
killed soon after being sorted from the lot. In Canada, 
a typical chicken sexer earns about $60,000 a year. 
 Wine sommelier: 
This is one job that will keep you close to home. 
Considered one of the most famous cities for wine in 
North America, Vancouver is a hub where wine lovers get 
together for numerous wine tasting events each year. A 
sommelier tastes wines to help customers choose, and 
works with restaurants and winemakers to understand 
consumers’ tastes. They also help in improving the quality 
of the wine that reaches your table. There are courses and 
certifications for becoming a professional wine sommelier. 
One incentive of this job is that you get to network at wine 
events. It is also a decently paid, at an average of $45,000 
per annum. With experience and networking skills, you 
can earn as much as $75,000 a year, all while tasting wine.
Computerized college note-taker: 
This job includes attending classes and taking notes for 
deaf students. Colleges all across Canada have professionals 
who get between $35 and $50 an hour for taking notes 
for students with disabilities. Good organizational 
skills, an eye for detail, and a fast typing speed are must-
haves for this job. A bonus of the job is that you get to 
learn new things without paying any tuition fees. 
Aerial applicators: 
Also known as crop dust pilots, aerial applicators are 
some of the most adventurous job holders in the aviation 
industry. It is a risky job, because aerial applicators have 
to fly under telephone cables and at low altitudes, while 
sprinkling fertilizers, pesticides, and other chemicals 
for the agriculture industry. Wsj.com reports that aerial 
applicators make between $60,000 and $100,000 a year. 
All these jobs, though not popular, pay well and could be 
considered if you find your current job too boring. You 
never know, you might end up travelling to international 
water parks or feeling the faces of beautiful models.
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For some teams, breaks provide the overworked athletes with 
time off to rest up, but byes 
can also ruin rhythm and pace. 
Unfortunately for the Royals, this 
was of the latter case. 
Going into the break off 
a 0-2 weekend, the team had 
looked like they were finding 
their rhythm, despite the 
losses. Coming back the team 
immediately faced off against 
VIU, one of the best squads in the 
league. 
The games started on Friday 
evening as VIU came into the 
Royals court looking to solidify 
their position at the top of the 
PACWEST table with two wins. 
The hosts didn’t make it easy for 
them. 
It was a hard first set to start 
the series that defined it. VIU got 
ahead early and the Royals were 
left to play catch up. The first set 
barely went to VIU as the Royals 
almost orchestrated a comeback. 
This effort was reciprocated by 
the team in the next set, and this 
time they were able to take the 
set away from the grasp of VIU. 
Strong play from captain Juliana 
Penner gave the Royals the push 
they needed to take the second 
set. 
Sadly, that was all they were 
able to take, as VIU stormed 
back in the third to take the lead. 
They rode that momentum into 
the fourth and were able to close 
out the game strongly. Their play 
denied the Royals much of an 
opportunity to come back. 
That trend continued 
onto Saturday. The Mariners 
dominated in the opening two 
sets. However, all was not lost as 
the Royals roared back to life in 
the third. They were able to take 
the next two sets to bring the 
game to a tie. 
Their efforts ultimately 
fell flat as VIU opened the 
final set with a 4-point streak. 
Coming back looked seemingly 
impossible. That statement 
proved true as the Mariners 
closed out the rest of the set well 
to win the game.
While disappointed in the 
team’s record as of late (0-4), 
coach Kyra Iannone believed 
that there was more to it than 
just wins and losses. “Our last 
four games have been against the 
best teams in PACWEST. It’s just 
the way our season folded out. 
We knew it would be hard but 
it is what it is and we just have 
to keep on learning and push on 
through.”With this weekend in 
the books, the Royals sit directly 
in the middle of the PACWEST 
standings at 5-5. Four points 
separate them from the second 
and third place teams while 4 
points separates them from the 
fifth place team. Next week, the 
women look to pick up a pair 
of wins against Columbia Bible 
College Bearcats.
Women’s volleyball struggles out of bye
 Soured return
Davie Wong
Sports Reporter
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It has been an eventful year for Chris Laxton and his team. 
Their successes this year included 
holding the best regular season 
record in their conference, having 
one of their players take home 
the conference MVP award, win-
ning the provincial playoffs, and 
attending the national tourna-
ment and claiming fourth. The 
Other Press had a chance to sit 
down and talk with Laxton about 
the year.
How did you feel about 
your team’s performance at 
Nationals this year? 
I thought we showed our-
selves very well. The best team 
was the best team but the next 
three positions could’ve been 
interchangeable. We’re disap-
pointed that we didn’t bring back 
medals but considering the scale 
of everything, we’re happy with 
the way we performed. I think 
we represented the college and 
PACWEST well.  
It’s the first time that your 
team has made the national 
contest; how does that feel?
Making Nationals was a great 
moment for myself and the team, 
especially for the players that 
have been around for 3-5 years. 
Together, we went from a bottom-
of-the-table team in PACWEST 
to being a National contender. 
It was also a good chance for the 
first- and second-year players to 
see that the amount of work the 
veteran players put into the sport 
pays off. If there’s a positive to not 
winning anything, it that those 
first and second years are now 
hungry to go back.
What are your thoughts on 
the season as a whole? 
I thought the season as a 
whole was very positive. We were 
up against a lot of challenges and 
we rose up to meet them. We had 
many wonderful performances 
from many players. It was great 
season.
Were there any doubts 
about the outcome of this sea-
son?
I think we [the team] all ex-
pected to end the year at Nation-
als. Once we got to Provincials I 
saw a very calm and contained 
group—a group that knew what 
was ahead of them ahead of 
them.
What are your thoughts on 
making history with the team 
this year?
It was exciting. It was some-
thing we spoke of last year but 
we didn’t quite get there. Last 
year was about making history, 
but this year was about leaving a 
legacy. We have a banner to hang 
somewhere and we have a trophy 
to put in the trophy case. 
When I got to Douglas Col-
lege, the first thing I noticed was 
the trophy case. There was not 
much to show for the women’s 
soccer team. So our goal was to 
begin the process of filling it up.
Do you think you can con-
tinuing filling that trophy case 
in the coming year? 
I think we can. The first- and 
second-year players had great role 
models. It will be a challenge for 
sure but I think with the belief 
that we can do it and hard work, 
we can continue to build our tro-
phy collection.
What were some key 
points to your season?
We scored lots and we kept 
the ball out of our net. Our goal 
at the beginning of the season 
was to score at least two goals 
a game; we did that. We only 
allowed 10 goals in the entire 
season.
Any final comments?
I just want to take a mo-
ment to thank the students and 
athletes that have supported us 
throughout our season. When we 
were in Peterborough (Nationals’ 
location), we would check our 
phones before and after the game 
and be bombarded with all the 
positive support. It really went a 
long way, so thank you. 
End of season reflections
 Women’s soccer breakdown with Chris Laxton
Davie Wong
Sports Reporter
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December is “the holiday season.” In a diverse and 
multicultural society, these 
celebrations take on many 
different forms. Celebrations 
at the beginning of winter 
have taken place worldwide 
for thousands of years, but 
it’s not all Christmas on 
December 25. Here’s a look 
at the other observances that 
take place this season. 
It’s important to remember 
that different cultures have 
historically tracked time over 
centuries through different 
calendars, leading to confusion 
and changes over exactly 
when such holidays take 
place. We may never know 
the exact chronological date 
these commemorative events 
occurred. The selected Gregorian 
calendar date is just a generally 
agreed upon approximation. 
Bodhi Day (December 8): 
Many Buddhists believe this was 
the day Siddhartha Gautauma, 
the historical Buddha, achieved 
enlightenment and eliminated 
suffering after meditation 
under a tree. Many sects of 
Buddhism today commemorate 
through meditation, sacred 
text study, and/or a traditional 
meal of cake and tea.
Mawlid an-Nabi 
(December 23/28, 2015): 
Muslims observe this day as the 
birthday of Muhammad, the 
founder of Islam and its greatest 
prophet. Due to a rotating 
Islamic lunar calendar, the date 
changes each year—in addition, 
Sunni and Shia denominations 
celebrate the occurrence five 
days apart. An extremely popular 
holiday in Islamic areas, many 
countries celebrate Mawlid 
an-Nabi with recollections of 
the life of Muhammad, as well 
as presentations, festivals, and 
food and charity distribution.
Hanukkah (December 
6–14, 2015): An eight-day Jewish 
holiday, Hanukkah’s exact dates 
vary each year in accordance 
with the Hebrew Calendar. 
Also known as Chanukah, it 
celebrates the victory of a small 
group of Jews in the 2nd Century 
B.C.E. against an invading 
Syrian-Greek army. Reclaiming 
their Holy Temple, the group 
was miraculously able to use a 
one-day supply of oil to light a 
traditional menorah (candle) 
for eight days. This is frequently 
celebrated today through a 
specially-designed menorah. 
Jews give reflection and thanks 
to G-d (in reference to the 
sanctification of the holy name) 
during this time. They also eat 
traditional Jewish food, spin 
dreidel tops, and exchange gifts.
Kwanzaa (December 26–
January 1): Created by Africana 
studies professor Maulana 
Karenga in 1965 as a holiday 
specific to African-Americans. A 
week long occurrence, Kwanzaa 
focuses on the study of a different 
principle each day. Designed 
in a secular context and meant 
to focus on culture reflection, 
Kwanzaa is celebrated by millions 
of people worldwide, often in 
conjunction with other holidays.’ 
(I cut this out because I don’t 
think it’s appropriate to include 
it among the other cultural and 
spiritual holidays due to the fact 
it is fictional and basically it’s 
supposed to be an anti-holiday)
Though this is only a small 
spattering of winter holidays, 
as Canadians we get the chance 
to see and experience many 
various cultures and traditions. 
This makes this time of year 
perfect for exploring how 
other people celebrate.
 What are they and who celebrates them?
Multicultural December holidays 
celebrated worldwide
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
It isn’t often that events cause me to sit back and contemplate 
advancements in technology and 
their effect on our modern life 
style, but every now and then I 
do get caught off guard. One such 
time was during the Paris attacks.
At the time I found out 
I was scared, and frantically 
trying to contact friends I had in 
France to make sure they were 
safe. As I waited for their replies 
or their return calls, I scoured 
social media for information—
where the attacks had occurred, 
whether my friends had posted 
that they’d be anywhere near 
those areas, or whether they 
had premeditated fear from 
their foreign loved ones and 
posted to Twitter or Facebook 
that they were okay. Doing this 
eased my fears a little; what was 
once “unknown” became “very 
unlikely,” as I realized that my 
friends either had no plans to 
be anywhere near the attacks, 
or they had already posted in 
reaction to the events. Within a 
couple hours I had heard from all 
of them, and everyone was safe.
It wasn’t until the next day 
that I began to think about how 
easy it had all been. Not dealing 
with the tragedy itself, which was 
awful, but being able to contact 
those I cared about that I thought 
might be physically affected. 
Within three or four hours I 
knew that my friends were okay.
I remember when 9/11 
happened. My sister, who lived 
close to New York at the time, 
was visiting. We were woken up 
by my mother before the second 
plane crashed into the tower, 
and though my memory as to 
the order of the events is a little 
foggy (I was about 14 at the time), 
I do remember my sister on the 
phone most of the day. She was 
calling people she knew who 
lived or worked in New York, to 
make sure that they were safe.
Unfortunately, because 
social media wasn’t as wide-
spread as it is today, it was a lot 
harder for her to find out what 
she wanted to know. Information 
coming out of the site felt like 
it took forever, and people had 
to actually call her to ease her 
fears. It wasn’t as simple as 
taking out their smartphone 
and updating their status. 
Social media gets a bad 
rap, especially with older 
generations who believe it 
isolates millennials. Though 
this may be true to an extent, 
our obsession with social 
media does give us some peace 
of mind. We know that we’re 
never far from information 
about our loved ones, whether 
it’s checking in with them in 
the wake of terrorist attacks or 
natural disasters, or simply to 
make sure they’re doing well.
 9/11 versus the Paris attacks
The immediacy of information
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
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I’m not exactly a “morning person.” The unfortunate daily 
chore of lugging myself out of 
bed becomes all the more difficult 
in the winter. In winter, when 
I wake up, my eyes tell me it’s 
nighttime, and my brain tells me 
that if I step out of bed, I’ll freeze. 
That’s when the sheets start to 
feel less like fabric and more like 
mail: heavy and protective. It’s 
a harsh drain on my willpower 
to throw off those sheets, let me 
tell you, but reluctance to rise 
aside, I’m also more tired overall 
in the colder months—but why? 
At winter’s darkest the sun rises 
at around eight a.m. and sets at 
four p.m. That’s only eight hours 
of sunshine in total. The weather 
can often be quite dreary as well 
during winter, limiting sunlight 
even more. When it’s dark out, 
the body produces the hormone 
melatonin, or the “sleepy 
hormone”; so naturally, when I 
wake before the sun’s risen and 
stay up long after its set, I’m more 
tired than in any other season. 
Now that we understand 
better, how can we fight the 
fatigue? Most of this advice is 
pretty common sense, the first 
piece being to sleep well. We 
should get eight hours of sleep 
per night. And I know what some 
of you are thinking, “I’ll sleep 
even more than eight hours; that 
way, I’ll be even more energetic!” 
Wrong! From what I’ve read, 
this seemingly sensible plan to 
sleep more will backfire. The 
body’s biological clock regulates 
energy usage. If you rest and 
wake at the same times every 
day (and for the recommended 
eight hours), your biological 
clock will know when it needs to 
replenish energy; the opposite 
is true when you oversleep. 
Another solution to this 
darkness-induced fatigue is to 
let in as much light as possible—
open up all the curtains, and 
turn on the lights when it’s dark. 
The general lack of sunlight 
over winter also creates a lack 
of vitamin D in many, which 
causes tiredness. Therefore, eat 
foods that contain vitamin D, 
such as eggs or salmon. Other 
than sunlight, there are a couple 
environmental factors that 
also contribute to tiredness: 
humidity and temperature. My 
skin becomes absolutely lizard-
like during the winter, and 
that’s because the air is very dry. 
Besides growing scales, the dry air 
affects the mucous membranes 
of the nose, usually causing one 
to instead breathe through the 
mouth while sleeping, which is 
not conducive to healthy sleep. 
A possible solution is to buy a 
humidifier, or, more frugally, to 
put cups of water on the radiator, 
thus creating vapour over time. 
Speaking of radiators, if 
your bedroom is cold, your 
sleep will suffer. The ideal room 
temperature is 20–22 degrees 
Celsius, but unfortunately for 
me, my mom’s pretty stingy 
about heating at night. When 
I wake up in the winter time, 
I’m lucky if it’s 15 degrees 
inside. So what can I do? 
For starters, a heated throw 
along with toasty socks and a 
mountain of blankets can go 
a long way. Those who don’t 
share my circumstances have 
their own problem to worry 
about: too much heat. Make 
sure the temperature isn’t over 
22 degrees, because too much 
heat will cause the body to crave 
more sleep. Well, that about 
wraps it up. I wish you luck in 
your quest against the cold.
 Why winter can wear us out
Winter fatigue
Benjamin Howard
Columnist
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Sometimes people forget that their online activities can 
be linked to their real life. No, 
I’m not talking about that weird 
crap they look for on PornHub, 
but rather their posts, critiques, 
and thoughts that they decide 
are worthy of a tweet or a status 
update. Admittedly, I am a 
very opinionated person, but 
there are things that I read that 
make even me cringe at times. 
Sometimes knowing when to 
keep it to yourself is the greatest 
gift you can give to humanity—
so here’s a list of 10 rules to avoid 
being a social media douchebag.
1. Referencing a refugee 
crisis in a pun? You’re not 
funny. You’re just an ass.
2. Starting anything with “I’m 
not racist, but…” Nope, 
sorry kiddo. You’re a racist.
3. Using social media to 
complain about the gay 
agenda to major companies 
and/or celebrities. The 
internet is for cat videos, 
not debating the morality 
of rainbow Doritos.
4. Complaining about any 
charity, ever! Unless 
they’re a front for the 
mob, any money going to 
any one in need is a good 
thing. So be quiet about 
whether you agree with 
their ethics, and just use 
that time you would have 
spent complaining to find a 
charity you can agree with.
5. Bitching about people 
posting selfies. Social 
media is for selfies, 
complaining about it 
doesn’t make you look 
any less self-absorbed. 
It just makes you 
look like a hipster.
6. Giving your own personal 
take on political matters 
when you have no idea 
how politics work. Take a 
class, maybe read a book—
maybe then, if you’re lucky 
your comment will sound 
more Stephen Colbert 
and less Donald Trump.
7. Making posts that assume 
everyone on the Internet 
is from your country. 
8. Complaining about your 
job. No one wants to hear 
about how shitty your 
job is, or how shitty you 
are at it. It is completely 
in your power to quit if 
it really bothers you that 
much. Unless you’re trying 
to be one of those dumb 
people that gets caught 
complaining about their 
job by their manager—
that shit is hilarious.
9. If your joke is so tasteless 
you couldn’t tell it to your 
best friend or significant 
other, the internet does 
not need to hear it.
10. If you claim to be a 
social media expert, or 
have to reference how 
many twitter followers 
you have to legitimize 
you opinions—your 
opinions probably aren’t 
valid in the first place.
Listed: 10 rules to avoid social media douchebaggery
 Some guidelines to make sure you stay on the right side of the tweet
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
I spent a long, long time searching for a foundation that 
would work with my skin. Because 
I have an oily T-zone, I found 
many liquid foundations would 
melt off after a short period of 
time, while powders would quickly 
look very cakey and obvious. 
For awhile, I believed that I 
had found the right one—Mac 
Studio Fix. Now, I loved the 
formula of this foundation. It stays 
on for a long time, is buildable, 
and doesn’t look cakey. My only 
issue with it was that it looked 
incredibly pink on me, a common 
problem for people with fair 
skin. Pink contrasts my naturally 
neutral to yellow undertones. 
So no matter how natural the 
coverage looked, my face never 
looked natural. I would definitely 
recommend this line, however. It 
has a very wide range of colours 
and tones, and the price is a fairly 
reasonable $32, and each bottle 
lasted me about four months.  
However, I have now found 
my perfect foundation. Coming in 
on the much cheaper end, I really 
like Maybelline Fit Me Matte and 
Poreless Foundation, as well as the 
matching Fit Me Concealer. The 
lightest shade of the foundation 
has strong yellow undertones, 
which is rare to find in a light 
foundation. Both products also 
have a wide range of tones, so 
most people should be able to 
find a foundation tone that “fits” 
them. Although the coverage 
isn’t as good as the Mac one, it 
still covers well and lasts a long 
time on my skin. The concealer, 
unfortunately, does have pinker 
tones than the foundation, 
but has thick coverage ideal 
for hiding my dark circles. The 
foundation costs $10–12, and you 
can find the concealer for $8–10.  
I know many people have 
been through this process of 
foundation discovery, and it can be 
very hard on the wallet. However, 
stores such as Sephora and 
Shoppers Drug Mart do accept 
returns if you’re unhappy with the 
product, meaning you do have 
more freedom to be adventurous 
there. Also, most makeup 
stores offer take home samples, 
allowing you to try shades and 
formulas at your leisure until 
you find the one for you.
 Finding the right foundation 
Beauty on a Budget
Lauren Kelly
Assistant Editor
 assistant@theotherpress.ca
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 
This week’s photo is by matthewmikl
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It’s not surprising to see an older, wealthier man fall for 
a younger woman, yet such an 
occurrence often still reflects a 
sleaziness that causes our society 
cringe. The situation is cruder 
when the man divorces his wife 
of 26 years to be with this much 
younger woman. There are many 
cases to draw examples from, 
but I’ll point at the most recent 
one involving my childhood hero 
and actor, Rowan Atkinson. 
Atkinson, famous for Mr. 
Bean, Blackadder, and his scene-
stealer in Christmas classic Love, 
Actually, was involved in a swift 
65-second divorce proceeding, 
separating on the grounds 
of “unreasonable behaviour.” 
I always wonder about the 
complexity of marriage: the leash 
wives have on their husbands 
and the secret lives husbands 
have away from home. It makes 
me wonder what “unreasonable 
behaviour” within a marriage 
even means. Because how can 
we truly know how two people 
behave when they are alone? 
This type of classification 
makes me look down on people 
who can’t keep a marriage 
together. It makes me judge 
them poorly. How can I trust 
someone who breaks promises 
and behaves unreasonably? 
How can I trust someone who 
is so easily tempted by what 
we can only define as lust? 
It’s so easy for people at the 
perimeter to point their fingers 
at someone like Atkinson, even 
in 2015, saying that he is just 
swapping old for new. Who 
doesn’t want something new? 
However, when it comes to being 
in a committed relationship, 
that type of behaviour is most 
certainly unreasonable. Then 
again, what if we look at it 
from the view of happiness. 
Over half of all marriages 
end in divorces today… how 
unreasonable is that? Should we 
really be criticizing anyone for 
the complicated choices they 
make regarding love? I say no. 
It is both an act of courage 
and cowardice to pursue a 
romantic endeavour and to leave 
a committed relationship. It 
digs deeper into the person. You 
are not a student, you are not 
a doctor, you are not a writer, 
or whatever occupation you 
have—deep down, you are those 
you love. I do agree that people 
make mistakes in the realm of 
marriages, but I don’t believe 
people should be judged poorly 
for them. They took a chance at 
love and that should be admired. 
My problem is the pedestal 
people put the status of marriage 
on, as if it’s some kind of 
achievement. I think it’s that 
type of perspective that makes 
it hard for so many people to 
“love.” Love shouldn’t be like 
tightrope walking across a 
skyscraper. Any slip up will be 
met with death. It should be a 
journey with many encounters. 
It should be a journey made 
with a partner. And should the 
partnership change, it’s just 
the way it is. It’s a part of it. 
So should age ever be a 
problem in romance? I don’t 
think so. When it comes to 
consenting adults, they should 
just enjoy each other while they 
have time. While age is just a 
number, our time on this world 
is running out. So share it with 
the people who matter and 
leave the ones that don’t. You, 
just like Mr. Bean, will have to 
make that decision yourself, 
no matter how ridiculous and 
unreasonable it may seem.
 Is age difference a problem in romance?  
Love, actually?
A year has passed since Euromaidan, the 
unexpected Russian invasion of 
Crimea and the current situation 
in Eastern Ukraine. A ceasefire 
brokered several months ago has 
been periodically punctured, 
though it has stabilized to 
an extent. Lives have either 
been lost at the hands of Kyiv’s 
and Moscow’s fighters or 
fled the affected places. Both 
buildings and livelihoods have 
been smashed to debris. The 
elections held on each side 
are apparently only going to 
reinforce the division further. 
What this conflict teaches 
us is a fact that has been present 
since recorded history, a fact 
that is sometimes followed 
and often ignored by larger 
military and sociopolitical 
forces, especially smaller 
forces “of good” resisting 
larger forces “of evil.” It is the 
fact that in any conflict, one 
can only rely on oneself.
The crisis has vindicated 
the realist theory of global 
relations. Realism argues that 
in an uncertain and anarchic 
world where there is no high 
authority to enforce global rules 
and regulations, countries can 
only rely on themselves and 
their capabilities—often of a 
military kind—to enforce their 
goals; this also includes forming 
strategic alliances. Here, we 
see this realized in three ways. 
First, a geographically large 
country, possessing an imperial 
history, nuclear armaments, 
and a key natural resource—not 
to mention a desire to reclaim 
its “great power” heritage—
can simply push its way on a 
smaller country without too 
much uproar as long as it is 
done strategically and carefully. 
Second, the more powerful and 
influential bloc of countries, 
what is usually described as 
“the West, can be prevented 
from executing stronger 
action by domestic opposition, 
much of it originating from 
said large country. Third, 
the smaller country, as well 
as its neighbouring smaller 
countries, realize that it cannot 
fully rely on said bloc for its 
security and sovereignty.
Perhaps the worst mistake 
the Euromaidan people made 
during and since their revolution 
was to tie their anti-Russian 
uprising to the West. It is indeed 
a good thing to fight for a 
more accountable and effective 
government, an economy 
less dependent on its larger 
neighbour, a more independent 
foreign policy, and a more 
assertive national sovereignty. 
However, it would be wrong to 
find a permanent guarantee 
for all of these things from the 
European Union. The problem 
with has two sides. On one 
side, its relatively decentralized 
structure and its inability 
to make a single consensus 
among its members concerning 
certain issues hamstrings it 
from executing more decisive 
action in Ukraine’s favour. 
On the other, its liberal 
universalism of the economy, 
culture, and society endangers 
the maintenance of Ukrainian 
identity and independence.
If there are any true freedom 
fighters in this war, it would 
be those political, military, 
and social organizations that 
recognize that true freedom 
comes from one’s own country, 
not from outside. Those 
that mostly depend on their 
country’s natural and man-
made resources in resisting the 
bigger foe. The only problem 
with these organizations is 
their confusion of “country” 
with “ethnicity,” something 
that has to be corrected. In 
addition, the formation of a 
non-EU alliance of Central/
Eastern European countries 
to resist Russian influence 
is an excellent idea.
In any conflict where a 
country’s existence is at risk, 
maintaining their autonomy 
from larger, outside forces 
is the important factor. 
The further pursuit of their 
campaign, plus the enactment 
of necessary changes for 
the campaign’s benefit, can 
drive the invaders out and 
ensure national existence.
 The Ukrainian conflict teaches us the truth about survival in the world
One walks alone
Elliot Chan
Opinions Editor
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
Idrian Burgos
Contributor
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I extend my sincerest empathy to those affected by the Paris 
bombings. Fear, anger and 
sadness are all natural reactions 
to the random cruelties of 
the world, and we must never 
forget that the truly amoral 
and brutal people of the world 
are always fewer in number 
than the decent and kind. 
I have never liked the way 
news networks react to these 
tragic events. The endless media 
circus that presents itself over 
the days that follow seems to 
take on the tone of a reality TV 
program, where the audience 
waits in suspense for each tearful 
testimony and epiphanic crumb 
of evidence. 
 I do not mean to say that 
these events shouldn’t be 
covered. Of course the public 
has a right to know. But it’s easy 
for news networks to exploit 
the emotional nature of these 
events for ratings. And when 
networks use the facts of the 
event to push an agenda, I find it 
disrespectful to the people who 
lost their lives and loved ones.
Consider the outcry against 
ISIS in the days following the 
attacks. Every political debate, 
news report, and public address 
made use of the Paris bombing 
to show how evil, powerful, 
organized, and secretive ISIS 
are, and how important it is 
to band together to stop their 
terrorist doings. Hard to argue 
with, but feel-good calls to action 
usually are. If France decides to 
go the way of post-9/11 America 
in its foreign and defensive 
policies, they will have to 
contend with the same problem 
that the Bush administration 
did: making a disorganized 
enemy seem monolithic.
If I said all perpetrators of 
school shootings were somehow 
connected, most would rightly 
call me a lunatic. The statement 
is patently false because the 
school shooter types—typically 
isolated loners with serious 
mental issues—would be 
incapable of organizing any kind 
of secret club for school shooters. 
The very idea is laughable. And 
yet, when the same personality 
types claim that their violent 
actions are dictated by the 
call to Jihad, suddenly they 
must all be organized.
There are many outspoken 
radical sects, but they have little 
to do with one another in their 
actions. Even those who associate 
themselves with ISIS before 
or during a violent act do not 
exhibit any sort of consistency. 
Their “terror attacks” always 
occur at random in different 
countries around the world 
with months or years of silence 
following. If they were a truly 
organized global terror unit with 
leaders and a budget, there would 
be more attacks day by day.
CNN reports that the 
French government is currently 
debating to what extent Syrian 
ISIS “bosses” were involved with 
the stadium bombers. Not if they 
were involved, but to what extent. 
There is no evidence at present to 
suggest that Syrian ISIS cells had 
any hand in the planning or the 
bombing, nor that their help was 
even necessary. The bombing 
itself was low-tech, and could 
easily have been accomplished 
by the five bombers alone. 
And yet, the CIA insists that 
the attack took months to 
plan and was encouraged 
by foreign ISIS powers.
The media, of course, 
leads with this idea because 
otherwise ISIS would not seem 
like a credible threat. This best 
expresses an idea I’ve believed 
for a long time: the most 
effective terror tactic is media 
advertising. If the perpetrators 
of school shootings received no 
coverage following an attack, 
would they be as motivated to 
kill? Would radical jihadists 
be? These groups could not ask 
for better advertising, and yet 
national news networks seem 
only too happy to provide it. 
In 2014, Nightcrawler 
slithered in and out of theatres 
to the sound of momentary 
acclaim. The thrust of the film 
was that human beings have a 
primal fascination with the guts 
and gore of violent crime reports. 
“If it bleeds, it leads,” as the 
saying goes. Death’s the cheapest 
drama there is, and there’s no 
way to stop people from tuning 
in to watch. But we should all 
be critical enough to separate 
the facts from the spin, and 
always remember that the news 
is no different than Hollywood 
film—a product made to appeal 
to the broadest possible audience.
Hypocrisy. You can find it everywhere in the world 
these days. Stories, music, 
corporate companies, and 
especially social media forums 
are marred by the filth that is 
hypocrisy. 
Just what am I rambling 
about? How about the fact that 
Starbucks chose to leave the 
saying “Merry Christmas” off of 
their season cups for fear of being 
too religiously biased, yet they 
posted a tribute to the victims 
of the November 13 attacks with 
#PrayforParis attached. 
The dictionary defines 
hypocrisy as “the practice of 
claiming to have moral standards 
or beliefs to which one’s own 
behaviour does not conform.” 
Starbucks actions clearly show a 
form of hypocrisy. By removing 
the saying “Merry Christmas” 
from their holiday cups, the 
organization makes their stance 
on religion clear. They would 
rather not be affiliated to one. 
The conclusion that 
Starbucks does not wish to be 
affiliated with a religion comes 
from two assumptions. First 
they removed the saying because 
of the name Christmas, which 
refers to the birth of the religious 
figure, Jesus Christ. Second, they 
completely removed any saying 
or image (besides their logo) from 
the cup instead of replacing the 
words. 
If they wanted to not just 
be affiliated to Christmas, they 
could have included various 
statements involving other 
holidays, such as Hanukkah. 
They could have even done it 
in several different languages. 
The fact that they completely 
removed any saying or symbols 
from the cup proves that they 
would rather not be related to 
any religion. 
That’s fine. In fact, that’s how 
a lot of people feel. But then they 
went and included #PrayforParis 
in their statement about the Paris 
attack. If I understand companies 
at all, the statement was PR-
related and has nothing to do 
with their views. They simply 
did it because everyone else was 
doing it. 
But Starbucks isn’t the only 
one responsible for religious 
hypocrisy. Well to be frank, 
any non-religious people that 
were a part of the #PrayforParis 
movement are guilty of religious 
hypocrisy. Praying is defined as: 
“A solemn request or expression 
of thanks to a deity or other 
object of worship.” If you declare 
that you do not believe in a god 
or gods and then start praying 
for anything, you are committing 
religious hypocrisy. 
In that sense, praying is 
a bad word to use for a global 
trend. You would think people 
would realize that. After all, 
if “Merry Christmas” is too 
religious to be used, I don’t 
understand why praying isn’t too 
religious as well. 
My recommendation? Use a 
more generic synonym for these 
sorts of thing. Perhaps the word 
“condolences” or “sympathies” 
would be more appropriate. I 
understand that trend-setters 
love the use of alliteration but 
stop using religious terms if 
you wish to be considered non-
affiliated with religion! It’s 
contradictory to your beliefs, and 
looks hypocritical to the world.
 No Merry Christmas but everyone prays
Religious hypocrisy
 Are news networks the real terrorists?
If it bleeds, it leads
Adam Tatelman
Staff Writer
Davie Wong
Sports Reporter
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After the tragedy on November 13, countries all around the world 
showed their support for France in dif-
ferent ways. Canada was a part of this as 
famous Canadian locations were bathed 
in the colours of the French flag as a 
symbol of support. 
On a more personal level, people 
showed their support for the Parisians 
affected by supporting the trending 
#PrayforParis campaign. Facebook us-
ers also had the option of layering the 
French flag over top of their regular 
profile picture to show their support. It 
should be noted that none of the sup-
port of the social media actually helped 
the French people. But I suppose it was 
nice for those affected to see that the 
world was behind them. 
What many people overlook are the 
tragedies that happened on the days be-
fore and the days following the Paris at-
tacks. While much of the western world 
was captivated by the horrific images 
that arose shortly after the incidents, 
the Middle East was rocked by their own 
calamities. 
Bombings in Beirut, Lebanon killed 
more than 20 people, yet no one spoke 
of it. Bombing is a daily occurrence in 
Baghdad, Afghanistan, yet the media 
hardly covers it. There are uncountable 
deaths in Syria, yet we only recognize 
the picture of a dead boy washed up on 
shore. 
Why are there no flags of Middle 
Eastern countries as profile picture fil-
ters? Why is there no hashtag trending 
to honour the hundreds of dead people 
every week because of terrorist attacks 
and civil war? These people are much 
closer to ISIS than most of the world. 
While we mourn the death of Parisians 
slain in the name of ISIS, we often forget 
that the people of the Middle East live in 
deadly conditions where massive num-
bers of people die daily. Yet I see little or 
no media coverage of it. 
In retaliation to the terrorist at-
tacks, France proceeded to bomb the 
Syrian headquarters of ISIS in Al-Raqqa. 
They previously avoided the area due 
to a high level of civilian population. 
The number of casualties has yet to be 
determined but it is estimated that the 
number of dead civilians outnumber 
terrorists. Where are the prayers for the 
innocent victims amongst the guilty? 
Where is the same level compassion 
that we showed for the Parisians? Does 
their race and religion define them so 
much as to not make them human? Are 
children not children because of what 
they worship? Innocent civilians die by 
the masses halfway across the world. 
Are they any less important than those 
victims or are they any less human? If 
not, then why do we pray for one city 
when the whole world needs it? 
I’m not saying that we as a collective 
should not grieve for the loss of our fel-
low humans; I’m saying that they are not 
the only ones we should be grieving for. 
Open your eyes and recognize that suf-
fering is occurring all over the world. If 
one city deserves an abundance of atten-
tion, then all the cities should deserve 
an equal amount. 
A human is a human is a human. 
No race, gender, ethnicity, religion, or 
anything else can change that fact. If 
you are to pray for our wellbeing, pray 
for the well being of our race across this 
world. Not just one city.
The tragedy that occurred on November 13 in Paris cost the 
life of 136 people, and another 352 
were injured. No matter your views 
on the incident, we can agree that 
this many people being harmed 
is a terrible thing that should not 
be happening in today’s society. 
In response to this incident, a 
global hashtag and movement was 
created: #PrayForParis. Some people 
used it to express their sorrow, 
frustration, or simply solidarity with 
Paris. Some used it as a platform to 
distribute help to those affected or 
to express their views in response to 
the situation. During the aftermath 
of the attacks, citizens across the 
world connected to reach out and 
be united with those affected.
Many people believe that 
#PrayForParis should be discouraged 
and that the hashtag undermines 
the other tragedies that occurred 
around the world that day—including 
(among other things) another 
terrorist attack in Lebanon. 
Focusing attentions on one 
tragedy does not imply detachment 
or discouragement from another 
tragedy. Terrible things happen 
all over the world, every day—
resulting in many people being 
attacked, losing everything they 
own, and dying. The Paris attacks 
were highlighted by western media 
due not only to Paris’s proximity, 
but its sheer unexpectedness.
Paris, the city of love, is 
internationally known as a tourist 
destination. Stable governments, a 
large economy, and its popularity 
worldwide usually make it a safe place 
to travel. A coordinated terrorist attack 
was not only devastating immediately 
and physically, but would have 
global ramifications in its fallout. 
In contrast, the Lebanon attacks 
were not widely publicized on western 
social or physical media due to its 
lesser relations. While it is no way 
any less of a tragedy (and seriously, do 
we really need to make it a contest?), 
Lebanon is generally regarded as less 
stable than Paris. In addition, the 
attacks were covered on many news 
outlets—primarily Middle Eastern 
ones, but many international and 
western ones as well. I can almost 
guarantee #PrayForLebanon was 
sent out by people who live closer 
to the area, many of whom probably 
also sent messages of #PrayForParis. 
Choosing to focus energies in any 
positive way whatsoever should be 
regarded as a good thing. Discouraging 
or belittling a positive movement 
based on hope and peace does not 
help anything. We cannot focus our 
emotions (especially ones of sorrow) 
into everything, and that’s okay.
Ultimately, we all decide on a 
daily basis what horrible thing in the 
world we pay the most attention to. 
It is impossible to focus on the many 
tragedies that happen worldwide. 
Perhaps the best thing to do, no matter 
where in the world they take place, is 
reflect on why these tragedies happen, 
what their causes and purposes are, 
and what can be done to prevent more 
people from dying. #PrayForParis, 
#PrayForLebanon, #PrayForTheWorld—
they all have a common goal. Praying 
(wishing, hoping, seeking) for peace. 
 The virtues of hope in a tragic world
War of the words: Should we #PrayForParis? 
 Open your eyes to the world
Cazzy Lewchuk
Staff Writer
Davie Wong
Sports Reporter
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Contact: Chandler Walter, Humour Editor
                       humour@theotherpress.ca
 O Breaking: Sports team does sport
 O Timeline: then vs. now
 O A little motivation for the end of November
And more!
If there’s one thing I cannot stand hearing from my fellow 
men around these parts, it’s 
the oft-repeated yet groundless 
notion that Vancouver women 
are usually bitchy. Honest to 
God, I’ve been hearing people 
perpetuate that myth since before 
my peers and I even reached 
drinking age. For Vancouver 
women to hear this, it must be 
INCREDIBLY disheartening; 
before you let it bother you 
though, you should know that the 
line “Vancouver girls are bitches” 
is usually said by someone 
who is clearly unattached to 
a significant other (unless, of 
course, their significant other’s 
name is “Jose Cuervo”). In 2015, 
there are very few symptoms 
that indicate a raging case of 
involuntary celibacy quite like a 
generally misogynist worldview. 
All that being said... You 
girls are just too easy to chirp. 
Vancouver, like any wannabe 
world-class city, has an entirely 
unique culture. Between the 
inexplicable attraction to tied 
up hair, and sharing a city with 
the main HQ of Lululemon 
Athletica, there is simply way 
too much to poke fun at in this 
city. Nothing personal, ladies, 
but I’m about the reveal some 
solid ways for people to tick 
you off. Sorry in advance!
1. Diss Starbucks:
There’s an old, nary spoken 
of legend that, while not proven 
to actually work, states that if 
you say “Pumpkin Spice Latte” 
into a bathroom mirror three 
times, a white girl in yoga 
pants will appear and list of 
all her favourite things about 
fall. I’ve never personally tried 
this ritual; I like my trousers 
to be positively urine free.
There are as many 
possibilities for this category 
as there are Starbucks stores in 
the City of Vancouver. It’s too 
easy to poke fun at the absurd 
price of the countless flashy-
but-mediocre seasonal drinks 
compared to everywhere else. 
The logo, which looks like a piece 
of currency used by an alien 
race of space clowns, is ripe for 
parody. I find that asking what 
the hell the creature is on the 
logo has interesting results.
If, despite your best efforts, 
the conversation ends up steering 
towards autumn... Run.
2. Bring up how 
people dress in Vancouver 
vs. Everywhere else:
Vancouver has been awarded 
countless times by Canadian 
and non-Canadian entities of 
apparent importance, but there’s 
only one award that Vancouver 
actually deserved, and that 
would be the title of “third 
worst dressed city in the world” 
by MSN Travel back in 2011. 
Now, I’m no Tom Ford, but I 
think even a fashionably illiterate 
caveman such as myself can point 
out numerous things wrong 
with the way Vancouver dresses, 
and—surprise, surprise—an 
overwhelming majority of 
these tragic outfits are worn by 
Caucasian females in Vancouver. 
Yoga pants outside of the yoga 
studio and hockey jerseys while 
not at a hockey game are some 
of the more common crimes 
you’ll see being committed in 
broad daylight all over the 604.
3. Do business with 
Lululemon Athletica:
This is only for high rollers 
such as yours truly; you six-
figures-and-under-a-year 
peasants need not apply. If 
you’re bored, rich, and thigh-
chaffingly sick of sweatpants 
being an acceptable thing to 
wear outside, then simply buy 
out Lululemon and put every 
bit of clothing that came from 
that abyss onto a rocket with 
the controls set for the heart 
of the sun. It’s that simple, 
Mr. Property Rich VanMan.
In Vancouver, if life 
hands you Lululemon... Make 
Lululemon-ade stands!
4. Tell them to fix 
their eyebrows
This is only included here 
because saying this to any 
woman, eleven times out of ten, 
you’ll probably get strangled 
by an infinity scarf. “Fix your 
Eyebrows” is a declaration of 
war among first world women.
 How to most effectively piss off Vancouver’s population of white girls
Basic trolling
Alex Stanton
Staff Writer
Due to the increase in traffic accidents, the Vancouver 
mayoral office, in conjunction 
with the Vancouver Police 
Department, has decided on 
a radical new approach to 
dealing with road safety. 
Beginning in December, 
drivers will be lawfully required 
to display competency in their 
ability to manoeuvre their motor 
vehicle through everything from 
gentle mists to torrential down 
pours—or as Vancouverites 
call them, “just a trickle.”
“For too long Vancouver has 
suffered due to a small number 
of its citizens refusing to adapt 
to our city and its unique quirks,” 
Sergeant Hall Oates told the 
Other Press. “Vancouver weather, 
especially our fall and winter 
rain, is something that every 
Vancouver resident should know 
how to handle, but that’s just 
not the case as of right now. Our 
hope is that these new traffic laws 
will encourage Vancouverites to 
take pride in their city—as well 
as force them to learn what in 
the hell their blinkers are for.”
Under the new laws, 
anyone caught:
• Driving too fast in 
the slow lane
• Driving too slow 
in the fast lane
• Refusing to turn on their 
lights to increase visibility 
(we know you can see, it’s 
not always about you!)
• Driving a large truck 
with no mud flaps
• Driving any size truck with 
no tail gate (it’s just tacky)
• Not signaling before 
changing lanes
• Suffering a panic attack 
when they hydroplane
• Being a general douche 
when it’s wet, traffic is 
backed up, and actual 
stopping distance is 
nearly double due to 
flooded brakes.
—will be subject to fines, 
and possible deportation. 
For our concerned readers, not 
to worry, you won’t be deported 
far. A relocation program is 
in place to send any would-be 
problem drivers, to Alberta—
Canada’s least rainy province!
“We truly believe that this is 
the best solution for everyone. 
Alberta has nearly a third of 
our rainfall, and its open, flat 
highways will prevent these 
drivers from hurting themselves 
on any sharp corners,” Oates 
stated, displaying great 
compassion and understanding 
towards Vancouver’s most 
neglected degenerate population. 
“We know that this will be an 
adjustment for everyone, and we 
at the VPD will try to make the 
transition as easy as possible. 
Yes, there may be some issues for 
the deported drivers in finding 
work, and it is expected that 
Vancouver will lose two-thirds 
of its taxi drivers, but sacrifices 
must be made to provide 
everyone with a safer, better city.”
This is a satirical piece that 
has nothing to do with any of 
the actual named parties.
 New traffic laws plan to deport the unwanted to Alberta
Say bye-bye to bad drivers!
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style Editor
 lifeandstyle@theotherpress.ca
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Wow! Holy! Excitement! Last night at the big 
building with a lot of seats, 
the sports team most closely 
adjacent to the place where 
you live or possibly grew up—
or where your father possibly 
lived or grew up—defeated 
a team that represents a 
place where neither you nor 
your father ever lived!
It was a close one, with 
the group of grown men you’ve 
come to know and idolize 
working hard against another 
group of men that you know 
somewhat well, though not 
well enough to care for. 
The other group of men 
seemed like they would be 
triumphant in the early part of 
the activity you used to play for 
fun when you were a kid. They 
managed to put the specific 
object in the specific scoring 
area to gain points that actual 
people wager actual money on 
in their actual lives. They gained 
a score that was a bad amount 
for the “good” group of men you 
were cheering for, though not 
enough of a score to warrant 
you becoming disinterested 
in the ultimate outcome! 
Then, halfway through 
the game, one of the more 
prominent members of 
the group of men you like 
managed a feat of absolute 
heroics. He put the object 
in the designated place and 
scored points for the team that 
adjacently represents you! 
It was really looking like the 
beginnings of a true underdog 
story. Just like all those movies 
you used to watch as a kid, 
that had heroes, and evil 
Russians, and the occasional 
dog or monkey. This real life 
thing was setting up to become 
exactly like that, and there 
was nothing more you would 
ever want in your entire life, 
nothing at all that could ever 
make you happier than this. 
Nearing the end of the 
allotted time, what seemed like 
a miracle occurred. One of the 
men—a man who didn’t usually 
put the object in the space, 
and was generally in charge of 
keeping the object out of the 
bad space for the object to be—
managed somehow to place the 
object in the good space! Tens 
of thousands of people who had 
spent upwards of 200 dollars 
each to witness this event occur 
in person were on their feet and 
smacking their hands in unison! 
The man who had 
accomplished this feat was 
held in high regards for the 
entire rest of the night, and 
many somewhat poisonous 
beverages were bought and 
consumed in great celebration.
 How far we’ve come this semester
Timeline: then vs. now
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
 Group of millionaires succeeds in defeating other group of millionaires
Breaking: Sports team does sport
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
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In memorial of the naïve, eager, young, student that walked through 
those college doors on a bright September day. 
You will be missed. 
First day of school, September 5
Two weeks left, November 17
7:30 Wake up. Class is at 9:30, don’t 
want to be late. No idea when the bus 
comes, need to have some extra time. 
7:30 Asleep
7:35 Shower, shampoo, soap, brush teeth.
7:45 Blue pants. Black pants? Blue pants. 
8:00 breakfast. Eggs, bacon, toast, orange juice. 
Read a bit of the paper. Check the bus schedules. 
Plan out a trip so you’ll still make it even if you 
miss both busses and have to wait for the next. 
8:30 Make the first bus. Miss the second. Make the 
second second. Get to school half an hour early. 
8:30 First alarm. Snooze. 
8:45 Realize if you don’t get up now you’ll 
miss your first class. Have a slight 
inner struggle. Your prof doesn’t take 
attendance, and there’s no quiz. Snooze. 
9:00 Wander the halls anxiously.
9:25 Show up to class, not too early, but early 
enough to get a seat at the back. Look around. 
Try not to make weird eye contact. 
9:30–10:20 Take notes, memorize the syllabus, 
jot down what textbook is needed. 
10:30 go to book store. Wait in 
lineup. Get textbook. 
10:30 Snooze
10:35 Snooze
10:40 Snooze
10:45 Wake up
10:45 Wander the halls, find your second 
class, wander around a bit more until it starts. 
Use the washroom. Buy a coffee so you look 
sophisticated. Use the washroom again. 
10:45–11:04 Shower, dress, leave 
textbooks on desk; they’re too heavy. 
Grab two mandarin oranges to eat on 
the bus, stuff some leftover pasta in a 
Tupperware for lunch, catch the bus. 
11:05 Catch the northbound, get off and start 
walking towards school. Check at every 
stop if the westbound bus is close, but keep 
moving just in case the damn bus is full. 
11:25 Go into class, sit near someone who was in 
your other class. Make awkward conversation. 
11:25 Watch the bus fly by you. “Sorry asshole, 
bus full.” Text your buddy to mark your 
name down on the attendance sheet your 
prof insists on having. Keep on trekking. 
11:30–12:20 Take notes, memorize the syllabus, 
listen intently. Laugh when appropriate. 
11:37–12:20 Show up late, take your seat, Snapchat, 
check Twitter, ask a question pertaining to what 
the prof is talking about so he remembers back 
to you being there and “actively participating.” 
Browse on your Macbook, make it look like 
you’re taking notes on it. Show buddy beside 
you the muted cat video. Go to the washroom, 
grab a coffee, read a bit of the paper. 
12:20–1:30 Spend $10 on lunch from the 
cafeteria. Wander around with some other 
people whose names you forgot but who obviously 
don’t want to be spending lunch alone, either. 
Awkwardly decide to eat somewhere outside. 
12:20–1:30 Heat up your leftovers at the microwave, 
grab a free fork and squirt of sriracha from the 
sushi lounge. Meet the gang by the couches. 
Buddy isn’t going to finish his lunch, call dibs. 
1:25 Go to class, realize some of these strangers 
are in the same class, make more small talk. 
1:30–3:20 Take notes, memorize the syllabus, 
listen intently. Laugh when appropriate. 
1:30–4:00 Skip class, head to the library. 
Get another coffee. Get shit done. 
4:05 Head home, warm up some 
more leftover pasta. Binge watch 
Netflix until you hate yourself 
enough to do more work. 
3:25 Go home, do homework, make 
a meal. Clean up. Do some readings 
in the textbook. Binge watch Netflix 
once everything is done.
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Many people around Vancouver are ecstatic 
over the end of November, 
and more specifically, the 
arrival of November 25. 
November 25 may not be 
in calendars as a legitimate 
holiday, though it marks the day 
that it becomes socially suitable 
to begin Christmas activities, 
celebrations, and traditions. 
This pre-Christmas only 
comes once a year, and with it, 
the added pressures of finding 
the right gifts, killing a tree, 
and settling in to the cold dark 
heart of winter’s icy grasp. 
The stores are being stocked 
with advent calendars and 
Christmas paraphernalia, and 
many minimum wage workers 
are delighted to celebrate pre-
Christmas during overtime 
hours, to be sure that all the 
great presents can be bought. 
Many around Vancouver 
are celebrating pre-Christmas 
by decorating their houses 
with lights, and going to their 
local mall to get their children 
to sit on the lap of a complete 
stranger. Others will be spending 
it watching the old Christmas 
themed reruns that are beginning 
to pop up on cable channels. 
Some students will be spending 
it in complete and utter agony 
because of the finals they have 
to start worrying about. 
Molly Walsh, a mother of 
two and avid pre-Christmas 
celebrator, explained how pre-
Christmas means more than 
just the bells and whistles. “It’s 
something deep in your heart,” 
Walsh said. “It’s that feeling you 
get when you can finally throw 
yourself full tilt into the season. 
There’s nothing greater than 
knowing that there is only going 
to be one thing on your mind 
and agenda for the next month.” 
Store DJs at various retail 
stores are also excited about the 
fast approaching pre-Christmas, 
including Myles Blooth, a 
checkout cashier at The Bay. “Oh 
I really love it around this time of 
year. I spend hours pouring over 
the new mix CD. You have to have 
just the right formula of Mariah 
Carey and The Little Drummer 
Boy. I just know my coworkers are 
going to love listening to this over 
and over and over and over again!”
Scott Prescott has fond 
memories of pre-Christmases 
with his family: “A great pre-
Christmas tradition for us is 
deciding that no one should get 
gifts for anyone, because honestly 
it costs too much to buy things 
for everyone and no one ever 
really gets anything they actually 
like.” Prescott also said that the 
November holiday works great 
to bring together the family. “It’s 
around this time that we all start 
drinking a lot more. Getting a 
bit pudgy. It’s all the chocolate.” 
While not all people 
celebrate pre-Christmas, much 
joy is still felt by all at the near 
end of this horrible, terrible, god-
awful month that is November. 
 Pre-Christmas is almost here
Festive merry-makers 
eager for November 25
by Sarah Walker, Senior Columnist
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
I don’t know what to say, really. Two weeks till the 
biggest tests of our academic 
lives. Our marks all come down 
to what we do today. Now 
either we study as a class, or we 
will crumble. Mark by mark, 
test by test, we study until 
we’re finished. We’re in hell 
right now, classmates, believe 
me. And we can procrastinate, 
and be unprepared, or we can 
study our way back into the 
light. We can climb out of hell. 
One review question at a time. 
I look around I see these 
young faces and I think 
about how I made every 
mistake a college student 
can make. I procrastinated 
my responsibilities, believe 
it or not. And lately I 
can’t even stand the face 
I see in the mirror. 
You know, when you get 
further into post-secondary, 
things get taken from you. 
That’s part of college. But 
you only learn when you 
start failing classes. You find 
out classes are just a game of 
marks. Because in class the 
margin for error is so small, one 
presentation you don’t quite 
pass, one participation grade 
you don’t fulfill. The marks 
we need are all around us. 
They’re in every class we skip, 
every textbook we don’t open. 
To pass your classes, you 
gotta fight for that mark. 
You gotta tear yourself and 
everyone around you to 
pieces for that mark. You claw 
with your FINGERNAILS for 
that mark. Cause you know, 
when you add up all those 
marks, that’s what’s going to 
make the fucking difference 
between passing and failing. 
Between LIVING and DYING. 
Great GPAs are born from 
great opportunity, and that’s 
what you have here.  That’s 
what you’ve earned here this 
semester. One test. If you take 
it ten times you might fail nine, 
but not this test. Not this final. 
You were born to be 
passing students. Every one 
of you. You were meant to be 
studying tonight. This is your 
time. Because classmates… 
What will you do without 
a degree? Will you become 
employed? Aye, study and you 
may breakdown; procrastinate 
and you will stay sane. At least 
for a while. And lying in your 
beds two weeks from now 
would you be willing to trade 
all the days from this day to 
that for one chance, just once 
chance, to come back here 
and grind your way towards 
earning college credentials? 
Classmates, I see in your 
eyes the same fear that would 
take the heart of me. A day may 
come when the determination 
of students fails, when we 
forsake our group presentation 
partners and break all bonds 
of teamwork. But it is not this 
day. This day we study. For all 
that you hold dear I bid you 
study, students of the West! 
 Gather round, team 
A little motivation for the 
end of November
Chandler Walter
Humour Editor
 humour@theotherpress.ca
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by David Manky, Senior Columnist
A documentary lm about rape on college campuses in the United States written and directed by Kirby Dick
and produced by Amy Ziering. Billed by the Sundance Film Festival as a "piercing, monumental exposé of 
rape culture on campuses". Indiewire described it as a "stirring call to action".New York Magazine advised 
parents to watch it before sending their children to college.  (90 minutes)
@DSU18 www.dsu18.ca
DouglasStudentsUnionTo find out more info vist the following:
Please join us:
Douglas College Women’s Film Series and Douglas Students’ Union
New West Campus
Tuesday Dec, 1st 2015
12PM - Main Concourse
David Lam Campus
Wednesday Dec, 2nd 2015
12PM - AB AtriumA documentary lm about rape on college campuses in the United States written and directed by Kirby Dick and produced by Amy Ziering. 
Billed by the Sundance Film Festival as a "piercing, monumental exposé of 
rape culture on campuses". Indiewire described it as a "stirring call to action".
New York Magazine advised parents to watch it before sending their children 
to college.  (90 minutes)
NEW WEST CAMPUS: 
Starts at 12 noon
Main Concourse, Tuesday 
December 1, 2015
DAVID LAM CAMPUS: 
Starts at 12 noon
The Atrium, Wednesday 
December 2, 2015
December 6th is Canada’s National Day of Remembrance
and Action on Violence Against Women
Please join us:
Douglas College Women’s Film Series and Douglas Students’ Union
Douglas College 
Women’s Film Series
